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Fighting rages in Kabul 


\ JL fR) Rival Mujahedeen groups in Afghanistan’s interim 
t pwromemrained rockets on each other's positions in Kabul for a 
Jay Monday, shattering a ceasefire agreed between the two sides late 
Doctors, at three main hospitals in the Afghan capital they 
• £*2 cnnlwn casualties from the fighting Monday, of 

L a had died. The death toU has risen to more than 50. with 
** wt 22I dc r’ •y* d °*? rs said thc numbers could be much higher 
many o«Jhe dead and injured could not be brought to hospitals. The 
. dashes threaten a council of nationwide representatives due to meet 
. week to elect a new president, officials said. Thc university hall 
* f °r me « in g li« near the heart of the fighting in 

KStof Kabul. Smoke hung above the centre of the city and its wesreni 


’ fcJ. f ,. *stof Kabul. Smoke hung above the centre of the city and rtswestcra 

• *. *■>* Cjl'is.^* w * iere muc ^ of the fighting between the Shoora-e-Nazar group of 

QO-.f \ l ‘*&ice Minister Ahmad Shah Masood and the Hezb-e-Wahdar party of 
' !i lUr.H. tm Mnshms has been concentrated. The mm eiHa« siwmiI * — 


*Q(f fc is Mush ms has been concentrated. The two sides agreed a ceasefire 
^Monday, but the truce held few just a few hours with more fighting 

la tfi* nAri htwef rtf ? “ 6 


to the northwest of the capital overnight. 
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UAE to revive consultative council 

ABU DHABI (R) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is on the _ verge of 
resurrecting its consultative council after more than a year of inactivity 
«mwi by delays in appointing new members, officials said Monday. The 
appointment of 27 new members to the UAE's 40-man Federal National 
Council (FNC) is expected to be confirmed by President Sbeikii Zayed 
Ben Sultan A! Nahayan in the next few days, the officials. said. The revival 
of the FNC, set up in 1972 to debate domestic and foreign policies pending 
before the cabinet, follows calls for expanding its powers and electing 
members. Officials said the council's first session in more than a year was 
wjurtwf to convene in early January. It Iasi met in July 1991. The rulers 
of each of the UAE’s seven emirates appiont the members, mostly 
influential local businessmen . Dubai and Abu Dhabi, the UAE's 
wealthiest emirates and producers of the bulk of its 2.4 million barrels per 
day of crude, each appoint eight members. Sharjah and Ras A1 Khaimah 
each contribute six members while Ajman. Fujairah and Um Al Qaiwain 
hold four seats each. 


Price: Jordan 100 fib; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


: : .;;fccouncil meets 

; £ (Petra) — The newly- 

.._ *.* fCarak Municipal Council 
^ .second meeting Monday 
: V ! V/'ifce chairmanship of Mayor 
-- ?-r H Karaki. The council 

- - - '' HuMin Al Mahadin as 

, mayor. 

~\Q paralyses 

^^Ypmen 

r r^Yemen (R) — A one- 

- ---r’?;vjke paralysed South Ye- 
■' : -= r r :;Vooday as government and 

-■ -t ;> ■■ workers demanded pay 
■-.Jr*-. ~.td an end to 100 per cent 
■ ■ . inflation. Petrol stations 

hot and witnesses%said 
i at Aden port and the 
r also joined in the strike. 
£.v 0 -„.., acral Federation of Trade 
^ w; '’ s which called die strike, 
'S!S of more protests if the 
were not met. The fed- 
is dose to the Yemen 
t Party (YSP) which ruled 
Marxist Sooth Yemen be- 
.. e 1990 merger with the 


' eme court 
les to convict 
dexter 

J^GTON (AP) — The 

- . ipreme Court Monday re- 
,-j ) reinstate the Iran-contra 

ons of former National 
„- ty Adviser John M. 
aer. Mr. Poindexter and 
, Oliver North, were cen- 
ures in the Reagan -era 
over secret arms sales ter 
d the diversion of profits 
•! . “ . .7 < ; ;.'f:4icaragaa’s contra rebels. 
„ without comment, let 

1 ^appeals court ruling that 
'* 1 ; ; ; s'**; Poindexter’s testimony 

ress— given under prom- 
imunmrty — was used 
illy against him. Mr. 
‘ tews convicted in April 

■ ^covering up die Iran- 
' ' : flalr. He was found guilty 

xracy, obstructing Con- 

■ id false statements. 

: releases 
ned Frenchman 

kN (R) — Iran has re- 
Frenchman after detain- 

• i for 19 days, French 
. _.-_said Monday. “Raymond 
. " was freed two days 

-~ne source told Reuters, 
trees said they did not 
hat charges, if any, had 

■ '. wrought against Mr. 

:_or whether he was free 
Iran. Mr. Labarbe, in his 
"'1 J lived in Iran for over a 
He was arrested on Nov. 

■ ' 7 . held in Tehran. Iran’s 
on Mujabedeen-e-Khalq 
aid last month Iranian 
' ‘ ies wanted to use Mr. 
i as a hostage 1 to secure 
lease of two Iranians 
- I in Paris on Nov. 18. The 

* wanted in Switzerland for 

- 3 titling of a Mo jahedeen 

- in Geneva. 

t seeks to 
. tdlte militants 
ig abroad 

1 (R) — Egypt has made 
idc contact to extradite 
^.Hjislim militants sentenced 
r “. . r- 3 ? in absentia and believed 
— . P <;/viiig abroad, officials said 
, r» i" ;■ r * ..-y. Interior Minister Abdul 
Musa said that of eight 
' vi ’ " ' ^ sentenced by a military 

jst week for plotting to 

- tny the government, two 

- ■ Egypt and five were out 
wintry. One is in custody, 
■ve taken all the appropri- 

. asnres to bring the five 
: nto our custody. Egypt is 
-r ^heitecessary steps to ask 
r extradition," Mr. Musa 
porters. He said Egypt 
where the five are hidmg 

■ dectined to identify them. 
s«id two were in Egypt. 

■ has. been trying to crack 
• . « a wave of fondameotal- 

. ence which has tilled 70 
; ip the past year and has 
" \ * -* country’s vital tourist 

■ - ' ..... 


Jordan cannot be squeezed I Eighth round of bilaterals opens 
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further — Crown Prince 

‘Clinton should be active in peace process’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
already contributed well to the 
Middle East peace process and it 
could not be “squeezed" further. 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Monday. 

Speaking in an interview with 
Austrian Television, the Crown 
Prince also said that there has to 
be a definite signal from the 
incoming administration of Bill 
Qinton that Washington would 
continue to be an active sponsor 
in the Arab- Israeli peace process 
despite the change in the White 
House. 

The Crown Prince and Her 
Royal Highness Prince Sarvath 
returned home Monday evening 
following visits to Croatia and 
Austria. 

The Crown Prince met with the 
Austriafn and Croatian presi- 
dents to discuss issues of common 
concern and visited Jordanian un- 
its serving in the U.N. 
peacekeeping forces in Croatia. 

Jordan Television said that the 
Crown Prince discussed the 
Arab-IsraeH peace talks in Vieih- 
na. He later met with Austrian 
Foreign Minister Alois Hock and 
diseased Jordanian-Austrian re- 
lations and topics of common 
interest. 

Following the meetings, be said 
in a statement that he felt there 
was a great deal of support with 
regard to solutions of regional 
issues, particularly his call for a 

Iraq opens 
its Saddam 


River 


YOUSFIYA, Iraq (Agencies) — 
Iraq inaugurated its Saddam Riv- 
er irrigation project Monday with 
a day-long festival celebrating re- 
sistance to U.N. sanctions. 

The 565 kilometres waterway 
flowing between the Tigris and 
the Euphrates from Baghdad to 
the southern port of Basra will 
reclaim saRy land for agriculture 
by washing it with surplus water. 

Guests of honour at the open- 
ing ceremony beside the river 
near the town of Yousfiya, about 
40 kilometres south of Baghdad, 
included Prime Minister Moham- 
mad Hamza Al Zubetdi, cabinet 
ministers, leading officials of the 
ruling Baath Party and some fore- 
ign envoys. 

Soldiers led the procession, 
carrying Iraqi Sags and a giant 
portrait of President Saddam 
Hussein wearing an army helmet. 

They were followed by en- 
gineers in identical grey suits, and 
u nif ormed pilots and stewardes- 
ses of Iraqi Airways, grounded by 
the U.N. sanctions in force since 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Next came a drive-past of 
machinery used in the project, 
then poems and songs praising 
the achievement. 

The day was declared a public 
holiday and huge crow ds, m any 
carrying banners and pictures of 
President Saddam, turned out for 
the ceremony, which also in- 
cluded cutting the tape on a 
10 -metre-high statue of the presi- 
dent, hand outstretched towards 
the river. 

In a message read at the cere- 
mony and broadcast on Iraqi 
television and radio. President 
Saddam emphasised the achieve- 
ment of building such a project 
under sanctions. 

“The decision (to build the 
river) came after two years of a 
blockade imposed by the evil 
powers in the countries which 
launched die 30-state aggression 
a pmtf Iraq," be said. 

“They were mistakenly think- 
ing that by such a devilish act they 
would be able to turn the brave 
Iraqi believers into beggars. 

“When planning such a plot 
they had in their mind the present 
pictures of starvation and death 
in Somalia, and they wanted the 
same thing for the Iraqi people." 

The river, officially opened by 

President Saddam’s son-in-law 
and adviser Hussein Kamel Has- 
san, is about 25 metres wide at 
the northern end but up to 100 
metres wide further south where 
it is navigable. 

Chief engineer Zuheir Abbas 
told reporters the project had 
employed some 6.000 labourers 


conference on security and coop- 
eration for the Middle East re- 
gion. 

“We also discussed the major 
tragedy facing the people of the 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and I felt 
that the Austrian leaders are 
keen on responding to a call by 
the French Foreign Minister Ro- 
land Dumas to bold an urgent 
meeting to discuss the develop- 
ments, he said. 

“I believe the Austrian govern- 
ment has a deep interest in and 
concern over the Middle East 
peace process as it is a member of 
the U.N. Security Council and 
hosts working groups in the 
multilateral phase of the peace 
process,” he added. 

The Prince said that his visit to 
Austria was timely and he 
appreciated the Austrian leaders’ 
feelings and initiatives with re- 
gard to the Balkan situation. 

Following is a part of the 
Crown Prince’s interview with 
Austrian Television: 

Qaestion: Your Highness, you 
are known for your innovative 
ideas and for your innovative 
political strategies. What would 
you personally recommend in 
order to keep the peace process 
not only alive but to ... ? 
Answer: Madrid was innovative 
to move from innovation :s in- 
novation after 10 months of the 
Madrid process, a process which 
is different to the Camp David 


process where the sponsor is not 
actively involved between the 
parties, where the sponsor, say 
the United States, is in a tran- 
sitional period between the Bush 
administration and the Ginion 
administration, requires some in- 
dication from the sponsor after 
the 20th of January inauguration 
of President Clinton that there is 
going to be a close involvement 
with the issues of the biiaterais 
principally and there of course 
some kind of coucept for the 
multilaterals. 

Q: Have you been able to discov- 
er what is so far in Mr. Ginton's 
initiations? Or is he to you com- 
pletely unknown? 

A: ... The Democratic thinktanks 
of course are already giving some 
indications of support for the 
peace process, support for an 
active role by the U.S. Some even 
speak of the need for the Jorda- 
nian contribution to the more 
forceful, more meaningful. But I 
would like to say that all parties 
have to be squeezed on the peace 
process. We once said ‘If you 
want the peace process to succeed 
then everyone has to be squeezed 
a linle’ is an accepted formula. 
But we have been squeezed 
enough. We have carried the 
Palestinian-Jordanian umbrellas 
as far as it would possibly go and I 
think that effectively in terms of 
the Palestinians it has to be recog- 
nised that thev have to be more 



central to the dialogue which 
concerns them on their soil. 

Q: Is there a tendency because 
the issue is such a heavyweight 
issue to avoid it or to degrade it to 
a certain extent and to devote 
oneself to other issues that are 
maybe easier to handle and might 
produce more tangible results, at 
least spectacular results for the 
time being? 

A: Quite sure, there is a tendency 
to talk about projects, to talk 
about small ideas, or cooperation 
here and there, in environment, 
in energy ... But I think projects 
complement concepts, and con- 
ceps ... are needed. Disparity 
has to be addressed. On the one 
side you have Israel with a per 
capita o? 14 rimes the individual 
Palestinian per capita. And effec- 
tively the Palestinian-Jordanian 
contribution to stability in the 
region can only be served by 

'{Continued on page 5j 


Clan fighters of warlord Mohammad Farah AJdeed 
pose for photographs with heavy guns mounted on 


a pickup truck as they ‘’patrol’ Mogadishu port 
Monday (AFP photo) 


Marines prepare to la® 
Somalia as dying contk 



MOGADISHU (R) — Two 
Western warplanes swooped over 
Mogadishu Monday as a multina- 
tional force prepared to land and 
end a reign of terror by lawless 
gumnen who have blocked food 
to starving Somalis. 

Somalis cheered when the 
planes, believed to be U.S. 
carrier-based F-14 Tomcats, 
bowled over the battered city. 

U.S. Defence Department offi- 
cials in Washington said Marines 
would land Wednesday and many 
dan gunmen have retreated from 
die capital. 

But factional fighting con- 
tinued for a second day in the 
central town of Baidoa, at the 
heart of the famine which 
threatens one million people with 
starvation. 

A spokesman for the interna- 
tional relief agency Care said the 
death toll of Somalis caught in the 
fighting lad risen from 24 over- 
night to 30. He said hospitals 
were treating large numbers for 
gunshot wounds. 

The fighting in Baidoa began 
Sunday when quarrelling clans- 
men shot at at each other and 
many innocent onlookers were 
killed when they were .hit by a 
“technical" — heavily-armed 
jeeps used by gunmen. “They 
stopped for lunch," said Care 
official James Fennell. “Fighting 
is in the centre of town, which is 
quite worrying.” 

Ambassador-at-Large Robert 
Oakley met Monday with U.N. 
special envoy Ismat Kittani, who 
has been in Somalia about a 
month, and with officials of inter- 
national aid agencies. Mr. Oakley 
said be would meet Tuesday with 
dan warlords to tell them what 
the Marines planned to do. 


Cable News Network (CNN) 
reported that a team of U.S. air 
traffic controllers landed Monday 
outside Mogadishu to help guide 
in planes that will bring more 
troops and supplies once the 
Marines secure airfields. 

Diplomatic sources said 150 
French Foreign Legion para- 
troopers based in neighbouring 
Djibouti likely would arrive in 
Somalia after the Marines and be 
followed by 850 French soldiers 
and Legionnaires a day later. 

The effort gained new urgency 
with reports of the bloody skir- 
mish in Baidoa, where food is 
short and hundreds of Somalis 
are starving to death daily. 

Kenya, meanwhile, announced 
it closed its border with Somalia 
to prevent Somali gunmen from 
fleeing to avoid the foreign 
troops. Ethiopia took the same 
step over the weekend. The two 
nations abut nearly all of Soma- 
lia's land frontier, which runs 
across thinly populated semi- 
desert. 

There had been speculation the 
1,800 marines on three ships 
offshore might land as early as 
Tuesday. They are the first oF 
28.000 American soldiers and 
Marines being sent to stop dan 
fighting and safeguard food. 

“Frankly, there is some dis- 
appointment that they have not 
arrived here by now. We would 
hope that they would hurry up 
and arrive," said Rhodri Wynn 
Pope, team leader of Care. 

The Americans are leading an 
international force to neutralise 
bands of unruly gumnen who 
have plunged the country into 
chaos, stealing relief shipments 
intended for the starving. 

Three relief planes landed Sun- 


WASHTNGTON (Agendes) — 
Arab-Israeli peace talks resumed 
Monday despite die slaying of 
three Israeli reservists in a 
Palestinian ambush in the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip and a reduction 
in the size of the Palestinian 
delegation to register disapproval 
of the pace of negotiations. 

Elyakim Rubinstein, chief 
Israeli negotiator, called the 
attack “a stab in the heart." He 
complained that the Palestinians 
were violating the rules and mak- 
ing it difficult to work by reducing 
their delegation from 14 to four 
members. 

The reduction was intended to 
register disappointment with the 
terms of Israel’s proposal to give 
Palestinians limited self-rule on 
the West Bank and in Gaza. But 
they did not boycott the talks, 
which began more than 14 
months ago. 

The new round opened where 


some progress is being made, 
between Israel and Jordan. 
Teams were to deal with indi- 
vidual issues according to an 
agenda approved during the last 
round, Mr. Rubinstein said. 

Israel is offering to permit the 
Palestinians to take charge of 
their own affairs, such as agricul- 
ture, hospitals and the like. But 
Palestinian negotiators want the 
plan to be geared to eventual 
statehood. They also want Israel 
to stop settling the occupied terri- 
tories and expanding occupied 
Jerusalem. 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi told Reuters in 
Washington the decision to send 
a small team was intended as a 
protest at the lack of progress in 
the talks and the refusal of the 
United States, as host and spon- 
sor. to intervene. 

“By attending, we're showing 
we're committed to the peace 


process. We’re not boycotting but 
at the same time we're protest- 
ing," she said. 

Mr. Rubinstein said he was 
disappointed with the Palestinian 
decision to keep most of its dele- 
gates at home because it would be 
difficult to get any real business 
done. 

“You can't split into working 
groups, you can't really work,” 
he said. 

Dr. Ashrawi said Israel's prop- 
osals so far did not meet the basic 
rules of the peace process as set 
out in U.N. resolutions which 
speak of Israeli withdrawal from 
occupied territories in exchange 
for peace. 

“We wanted to signal that we 
don't have an unlimited man- 
date,” she said. 

They want the United States to 
put pressure ^on the Israelis, 

(Continued on page 5) 


3 Israeli soldiers Two more 
killed in Gaza Strip parties 



day in Bardera, another hard hit 
town near Baidoa where aid 
workers had been down to their 
last 25 sacks of grain. The U.N. 
said 160 people died of starvation 
in Bardera Saturday. 

Aid groups said they planned 
to parachute food to tens of 
thousands of people in villages 
around Bardera. where the dan- 
ger is compounded by land 
mines. 

Food, meanwhile, was moving 
again from Mogadishu's port. 
Aid workers Monday loaded a 
second convoy of vehicles with 
U.S. -donated wheat and sorghum 
destined for the northern part of 
the city. 

Disagreements between 
Mohammad Farrah Aideed. the 
warlord who controls the south- 
ern half of the capital, and rival 
leader Ali Mahdi Mohammad in 
the north had kept the port closed 
more than a month. After two, 
days of negotiations, the first 
shipment was allowed Sunday. 

Marines on the amphibious 
assault ships Tripoli. Juneau and 
Rushmore have been off Somalia 
since last week. The Ranger, with 
60 combat planes, is steaming 
from the Gulf accompanied by 
the Aegis cruiser USS Valley 
Forge. 

The supply ship Jack Lummus 
left Mombasa. Kenya, on Sunday 
and was expected to join the 
amphibious task force late Mon- 
day. 

U.S. defence officials in 
Washington said an advance 
guard of marines would land 
Wednesday morning to prepare 
for the international force even- 
tually expected to number 36,000 

(Continued on page 5i 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Suspected Palesti- 
nian assailants raked an Israeli 
army patrol in the occupied Gaza 
Strip with automatic gunfire 
Monday, killing three soldiers, 
the army said. 

The pre-dawn ambush came 
hours before the eighth round of 
Middle East peace talks was to 
reconvene in Washington and as 
Palestinians prepared to mark the 
start of the sixth year of their 
uprising against Israeli occupa- 
tion of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

The Israeli jeep had been driv- 
ing through a neighbourhood of 
Gaza City when it was fired upon 
by a passing vehicle, the army 
said in a statement. 

.All three soldiers in the jeep 
were killed, it said. 

The army said it was the high- 
est number of Israeli soldiers 
killed in one attack by Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories 
since the uprising started on Dec. 
9, 1987. 

Hamas, the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, claimed responsibil- 
ity for the attack near Beit Lahya 
in leaflets strewn nearby, the 
workers said. 

The leaflets, issued by the Qas- 
sam military wing of Hamas, said 
the attack commemorated the up- 
rising anniversary, the founding 
of Hamas on Dec. 14, 1987, and the 
deaths of three Hamas activists 
killed by soldiers last week. 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
vowed Israel would capture the 
assailants and bring them to trial. 

Palestinians, who launched the 
revolt with stone-throwing con- 
frontations, have turned in- 
creasingly to guns. 

They have killed as many 
Israeli soldiers in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in 1992 — 11 — as 
in all four previous years of the 
anti-Israeli revolt, the army said. 

The number of Palestinians kil- 
led by Israeli troops has also risen 
sharply in recent weeks, with 17 


Arabs killed by troops since the 
start of November. 

The army said the soldiers, all 
reservists, were patrolling slowly 
along a main road about 800 
metres from the army's Naha! Oz 
roadblock at about 5:30 a.m. 
when they were ambushed. 

The road was busy with Palesti- 
nian labourers heading to Israel. 
After the jeep was raked with 
fire, it crashed into a barrier 
blocking the entrance to a local 
neighbourhood. 

Soldiers stopped cars and made 
house-to-house searches for wit- 
nesses. Gaza had been the scene 
of bloody confrontations in the 
last few days with 200.000 Palesti- 
nian residents put under curfew 
Sunday. 

Army chief Ehud Barak said 
Israel expected Palestinian 
groups opposed to peace with 
Israel to step up attacks, hoping 
to disrupt the 13-month-old Mid- 
dle East peace talks resuming in 
Washington Monday. 

A count by Reuters shows 
Israelis have killed 964 Palesti- 
nians since the start of the upris- 
ing. Arabs have killed 106 
Israelis, six tourists and 544 fel- 
low Palestinians accused of col- 
laborating. 

Israeli military censors delayed 
publication of this report for 
hours pending notification of the 
soldiers' families. 

The underground leadership of 
the uprising has called for a 
"week of anger" to mark the 
beginning of the sixth year of the 
uprising. Hamas also called for 
escalating the struggle against 
Israeli soldiers and civilians. 

It was the worst attack on 
Israeli troops since February, 
when three soldiers were killed at 
their training base in northern 
Israel by fundamentalist Israeli 
Arabs. 

Two soldiers were killed in a 
similar ambush on their jeep near 
Gaza City in 1988. 


Iraq 6 nuclear 9 official 
shot dead in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An Iraqi 
national identified as a nuclear 
scientific was killed in the Jabal 
Hussein area of Amman Monday 
morning. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the man, Muayyad 
Hassan Naji Janabi, was shot 
dead. 

A police statement carried by 
Petra, said that the victim, who 
was walking in one of the streets 
along with his family, was attack- 
ed by two unknown assailants 
who opened fire at him and fled 
the scene. Police are conducting 
investigations, it said. It did not 
give details. 

Security sources quoted by the 
Associated Press said Janabi. 52. 
had come to Amman several 
weeks ago. 

The sources said the unknown 
gumnen ambushed the Iraqi as he 
was parking his car with his wife, 
two sons and daughter. 

They said the man was hit four 
times in the bead and body while 
his family looked on. 

The officials said the assassins 
drove off in a car carrying Iraqi 
license plates. They said police 
know the killer's identity and 
have launched a dragnet for him. 
the AP reported. 

“Two men approached Mr. 


Naji... shot him straight in the 
head and fled on foot.” said an 
official quoted by Reuters. 

He said the man's wife. 35, and 
two children — a boy aged six 
and a girl aged four — escaped 
unhurt. 

The officials said Janabi was an 
official with the Iraqi Atomic 
Energy Commission who was 
staying with his wife’s family in 
Amman. 

It was not known if the killing 
was politically motivated. But 
several hundred Iraqis, including 
many are not sympathetic to the 
government of Saddam Hussein, 
fled to Jordan after the Gulf crisis 
erupted in 1990. 

Iraqi diplomats were not im- 
mediately available for comment. 

United Nations inspectors dis- 
arming Iraq after last year’s Gulf 
war are still trying to fill gaps in 
information on Baghdad's nuc- 
lear weapons programmes and its 
foreign suppliers. 

Inspectors say Iraq was within 
several years of making a nuclear 
bomb when it invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. Much of the equip- 
ment has been destroyed but 
Iraq's nuclear scientists and en- 
gineers have valuable knowledge 
about the operations. 


parties 

legalised 

AMMAN (J-T.) — Authorities 
Monday legalised two more poli- 
tical ■ parties, both pro- 
establishment, in line with the 
new Political Parties Law enacted 
this year. 

The Popular Union Party 
(PUP) and the Pledge Party se- 
cured formal recognition from 
the Ministry of Interior Monday. 

“It’s a sentimental moment." 
Talal Al Ramahy, secretary 
general of the PUP, was quoted 
as saying by the Associated Press, ■ 
“My party owes total allegiance 
to IBs Majesty King Hussein and 
our principles are based on the 
idea of Arab unity." 

The new law allowing political 
parties went into effect Sept. 1 

On Thursday, the Jordan 
National Alliance Party became 
the first licensed group in Jordan 
since political parties were ban- 
ned in 1957. 

But the Ministry of Interior 
rejected applications by the 
Jordanian Communist Party and 
the Arab Baath Socialist Party on 
grounds that their ideology and 
objectives dashed with the King- 
dom's Constitution and the new 
parties law. 

A number of political group- 
ings Monday demanded that the 
Ministry of Interior reverse its 
decision to refuse the licence ap- 
plication of the Jordanian Com- 
munist Party and the Baath Party, 

The Jordanian People's Demo- 
cratic Party, the Jordanian Prog- 
ressive Party, the Jordanian Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Unity Party, the 
Jordanian Sodalist Democratic 
Party, the Jordanian Communist 
Party and the Arab Baath Social- 
ist Party said in a joint statement 
that the ministry’s decision to 
turn down the Communist and 
Baath 1st applications “rings an 
alarm bell over the future of 
other democratic groupings in the 
Kingdom." 

“We declare our rejection of 
.ie decision to deny the two 
parties the licence (to operate as 
political parties) and demand that 
the government reverse its deci- 
sion in the service of national 
unity and for the purpose of 
consolidating the democratic pro- 
cess,” said the statement, which 
was telefaxed to the Jordan 
Times. 

The statement said the reasons 
cited by the Ministry of Interior 
in rejecting the two parties' ap- 
plications “contradict the Con- 
stitution which sanctions the 
formation of political parties on 
the condition that their objectives 
are legal and peaceful.” 

It called on the government to 
reconsider the decision and 
license the two parties “in line 
with political pluralism and free- 
dom of expression.” 

According to the law, parties 
are not allowed to have financial 
or ideological links with external 
organisations. 

The Communists, long consi- 
dered connected with foreign 
powers, and the Baath with its 
emphasis on unity with fellow 
Arabs, were considered by the 
ministry to fall into this category. 

The ministry still is reviewing 
other applications, including that 
of the Islamic Action Front, rep- 
resenting the powerful fun- 
damentalist Muslim Brotherhood 
movement, which has been func- 
tioning for more than 40 years as 
a welfare organisation. 



Middle East News 


Jordanian detainees continue 
to languish in Syrian jails 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Several Jorda- 
nians are continuing to lan- 
guish in Syrian jails with little 
prospect for their freedom de- 
spite recent amnesties 
announced by the government 
of President Hafez Ai Assad, 
according to family sources 
and political activists in Jor- 
dan. 

Among the prominent 
Jordanians imprisoned in Syria 
include Dafi Jamhani, 65, 
Hakem AI Fayez, 62, and 
Mjalli Nasraween, 52, who 
have been detained since 1970, 
shortly after Mr. Assad took 
power. A long-time Palestinian 
prisoner in Syria is Hassan AI 
Khatib, 65, who was also de- 
tained in 1970. 

Thousands of prisoners were 
released from Syrian jails 
under an amnesty declared to 
mark Mr. Assad's reelection 
early this year and another 
pardon announced two weeks 
ago. But these excluded the 
Jordanians as well as Mr. Kha- 
tib among other long-term 
Palestinian detainees. 

Noureddine AI Atasi, who 
Mr. Assad toppled and jailed 
in his coup in 1970, died last 
week in a Paris hospital after 
he was released under the re- 
cent amnesty announced by 
Damascus. It was expected 
that some of the Jordanians 
who were also detained with 
Dr. Atasi would be released, 
but the hopes proved unfound- 
ed. 

“It does not seem that the 
Syrian regime has any inten- 
-tion to release the Jordanian 


political activists,” said Sameer 
Habashneh, who heads a 
Jordanian committee which 
has been seeking to secure the 
release of the Jordanian pris- 
oners in Syria. 

“It appears that the regime 
feels that they are better off in 
prison than being left free and 
perhaps to propagate their 
political activities,” he said. 

Akef AI Fayez, a cousin of 
Hakem AI Fayez and a former 
speaker of the Lower House of 
Pailiament, said repeated 
“efforts at all levels over the 
past years have foiled to secure 
the release of the prisoners.” 

“We are continuing our en- 
deavours with hopes that we 
would be successful,” said Mr. 
Fayez, now a member of the 
Upper House of Parliament. 

The Jordanians, leading 
members of the Arab Baath 
Party, were arrested and im- 
prisoned after they expressed 
views conflicting with those of 
Mr. Assad at a general confer- 
ence of the party following bis 
assumption of power in 
Damascus, Mr. Habashneh 
said. 

“None of them had resorted 
to any kind of violence or plot 
against Assad,” he said. “They 
had only expressed their dis- 
agreement with some of the 
ideas of Assad.” 

Over the past two decades. 
Jordanians have been exerting 
efforts at all levels to secure 
the release of the prisoners. 
Dozens of delegations have vi- 
sited Damascus with appeals to 
Mr. Assad as well as the ruling 
party and senior officials of the 
regime but to no avail. 

The Committee for the De- 


Israel’s lawmen want to 
muzzle military censor 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli legisla- 
tors want to curb the military 
censor amid fresh accusations 
that his sweeping powers have 
been abased at die expense of 
democracy and free speech. 

The charges emerged after the 
chief censor Brigadier-General 
Yitzhak Shani suppressed in- 
formation about a training acci- 
dent that killed five soldiers last 
month. 

Critics charged that the censor 
sought to protect the reputation 
of generals rather than Israeli 
security. 

Then on Tuesday, the govern- 
ment suspended press credentials 
of two foreign correspondents for 
U.S. and British newspapers 
whom it accused of breaching 
censorship by publishing details 
of the training exercise at Tse’efim 
base. 

The foreign press association in 
Israel complained, saying it sus- 
pected the stories had been de- 
liberately leaked. 

Dedi Zucker, head of parlia- 
ment’s legislation committee, 
said he asked legal experts to 
draft a bill to curb the censor's 
powers. 

He said be bad support across 
the political spectrum despite 
opposition from an unlikely 
adversary — most Israeli news- 
paper editors who enjoy what he 
called a “cozy” relationship with 
the censor's office. 

“We are representing the pub- 
tic interest for free speech and the 
right to know,” Mr. Zucker told 
Reuters in an interview. 

The existing legislation, mod- 
elled on the strict British manda- 
tory emergency regulations of 
1945, allows the censor to repress 
41 categories of information, 
mainly security-related 

Even reports of forthcoming 
military appointments and the 
economic performance of milit- 
ary industries are censorable. 

A landmark ruling by Israel's 
supreme court in 1988 held that 
military censors could ban pub- 
lication only if it dearly en- 


Mr. Marmari would tike to 
see censorship abolished but be 
said few editors shared bis views. 

Many editors favoured cen- 
sorship because it spared them 
the moral dilemma of whether to 
publish sensitive security-related 
stories, he said. 
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fence of Jordanian Prisoners in 
Syria was set up two years ago, 
Mr. Habashneh said. The com- 
mittee has also sought the help 
of European and Arab human 
rights activists and parlia- 
mentarians as well as Amnesty 
International to intervene with 
the Syrian government. 

In a meeting with a Euro- 
pean delegation which took up 
the cause of tfae Jordanians last 
year, Syrian ‘ Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam “cate- 
gorically denied the existence 
of such detainees in Syria,” I 
Mr. Habashneh said. 

The release of Dr. Atari, 
who was suffering from cancer, 1 
came after it became clear that 
his health was foiling and he 
had tittle time left to pose any i 
threat to the Assad regime, I 
according to another source 
who keeps a dose watch on 
developments in Syria. 

In an obituary which 
appeared in Jordanian news- 
paper this week, a group of 10 
people, including those de- 
tained in Syria, paid tribute to 
Dr. Atari, who was laid to rest 
in bis hometown of Homs Fri- 
day. 

According to Mr. Habash- 
neh, the health conditions of 
the Jordanian detainees are 
also deteriorating “as a result 
of their long detention." 

“We cannot really under- 
stand why the Syrian govern- 
ment is continuing to keep 
them in prison," Mr. Habash- 
neh said. ‘To detain someone 
for 22 years for no crime other 
than believing in a certain line 
of political flunking is a cruel 
punishment, to say the least.” 1 


dangered state security. 

Several Israeli newspapers ac- 
cused the censor of overstepping 
his authority when he baiTed 
reports that army Chief of Staff 
Ehud Barak and military intelli- 
gence chief Uri Saguy witnessed! 
the 'Nov. S' Occident in which a' 
mistakenly-fired missile killed 
[five^se Idlers of an elite -unit. 

"Concerning the presence of 
the generals, there was no justi- 
fication whatsoever,” said Mr. 
Zucker. “It looks more tike a 
cover-up rather than anything 
else.” 

Under pressure from newspap- 
ers, the censor eventually allowed 
reports that General Barak and 
General Saguy were at Ike’don. 
But some foreign correspondents 
took the story one step further. 

The Miami Herald reported 
the aborted military exercise was 
a rehearsal for the planned assas- 
sination of Hizbollah (Party of 
God) leader Sheikh Hassan Nas- 
rallab in Beirut Herald reporter 
Carol Rosenberg's credentials 
were suspended indefinitely. 

Though the incident raised 
fresh demands to limit the scope, 
there is clearly a wide consensus 
among Israelis on the need for 
continued censorship. 

Mr. Zucker said most Israeli 
newspaper editors opposed his 
proposed reforms and preferred 
their current “gentlemen’s agree- 
ment” for resolving disputes with 
the censor out of court Some say 
the arrangement is tantamount to 
self-censorship. 

The independent daily Haaretz 
is an exception/ Editor Hanocb 
Marmari recently announced he 
was pulling out of the arrange- 
ment and would take disputes 
with the censor to the supreme 


Algerian 
forces kill 
extremist, 
wound 
another 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
security fences shot dead a Mus- 
lim fundamentalist and wounded 
another in a gun battle on Sun- 
day. 

State television showed the 
body of Kannoucfae Kakim, 27, in 
Oued Ouchaih, a southern sub- 
urb of Algiers and a wounded 
man being taken away by police. 

It said one member of the gang 
escaped. 

The men were trapped after 
carrying out a hold-up in Bad- 
jarah, another suburb of the 
capital. 


Algiers and six nearby districts 
were under a second night of 
curfew Sunday, as the authorities 
battled to eradicate Muslim fun- 
damentalists blamed for more 
than 170 deaths among the secur- 
ity forces since last February. 

Police also arrested six people 
Snnday on aspirin of carrying 
out Islamic fundamentalist terror 
attacks. 


The suspects are suspected of 
killing the chauffeur of a high- 
ranking policeman in a failed 
ambush, and with trying to kill 
two other police officers, the 
official APS news agency re- 
ported. 


The attacks occurred in Oran, 
Algeria's second largest city. 

Police reportedly seized a 
machine pistol, a semi-automatic 
pistol, a short-wave radio and 
bomb-making materials, APS 
said. 
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Hundreds of shipping containers form a makeshift- to set off on tfaear way to refieve the starving people 
barricade to prevent armed bandits from food in the north. Tbe convoy on Sunday was tfae flrat to 
storage houses at Mogadishu port as trades prepare leave the port safety in three weeks (AFP photo) 


Somalia — a lethal recipe 


T7ie writer, the AP's deputy 
international editor, was the 
AP bureau chief in Beirut 
from 1980 to 1983. 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 


The Associated Press 


MOGADISHU — Like 
Btrirut a decade ago, Moga- 
dishu is a lethal cocktail of 
guns and chaos. 

Teenage gunmen cruise the 
streets in pickup trucks sport- 
ing .50-calibre machineguns 
and anti-tank rockets. The 
poppata-pop-crackle of rifle 
shots stitches tbe air, some 
fired in warning and others 
out of mere restlessness. 


The scene is Mogadishu, 
but it is reminiscent of the 
broken city of Beeinit. where 
a political vacuum arose in 
1982 after the Israelis forced 
out Palestinian guerrillas. 

U.S. Marines landed in 
Lebanon on a tide of high 
expectation from a populace 
■ weary of dvil war. Similar 
hopes are building in Soma- 
lia, where ordinary people 
are looking to the Americans 
to put an end to the extraor- 
dinary anarchy. 

The high hopes are the big 
dangei. 

Tf all tbe Americans do is 
collect weapons and deliver 
food, then;' they .haven’t 
solved anything,” said Abdul: 
Qadir Ahmad,, a fdrmer 
director of Somalia’s central 
bank. 

What the country needs is 
a political settlement, he and 


other Somali intellectuals 
argue. 

Tbe Marines foiled to bring 
a lasting peace in Beirut 
largely because they could 
not reconcile the feuding fac- 
tions. As a result, 241 
marines went home in body 
bags. 

What happened in Leba- 
non could be a cautionary 
tale for tbe American 
marines arriving in Somalia 
later this week. 

In Beirut, the Marines sent 
out patrols in a show of force. 
In the beginning, their green 
camouflage was a reassuring 
symbol of strength and was 
welcomed by most Lebanese. 
Guns were pur away, markets 
reopened, people moved 
freely, children returned to 
school. 

Soon, however, young 
gunmen reappeared in neigh- 
bourhoods adjoining the 
Marine base in southern 
Beirut. Tbe Marines' patrols 
became a target to test their 
daring. First insults, then a 
push, stones, potshots. 

Ultimately the Marines 
found themselves in the midst 
of artillery barrages and left 
after their barracks were 
attacked by a suicide car- 
bomber of an Iranian-backed 
faction. 

The youth of southern 
Beirut and the warlords who 
controlled them came to view: 
the Americans as allies of 
Lebanon’s Christian factions. 
That was in part because the 
Marine commanders 
appeared publicly with the 


head of Lebanon's army, a 
former Christian militia com- 
mander who was viewed as 
biased by Muslims. 

Tbe Americans’ intent was 
to show support for a new 
army, one in which all fac- 
tions would be represented. 

In Somalia, the M ar i nes 
conld face a similar jnoblem. 

Thus for, the militia chiefs 
are pledging to work with the 
Americans and their allies. 
But they want to be con- 
sulted, and dealing with them 
could be as tricky as shaking 
the wrong hands in Beirut. 

There is also the same seed 
of Islamic opposition here, as 
in Beirut. 

Already Somali Muslims 
have been warned in Friday 
prayer sessions that the 
American deployment is part 
of an anti-lslamic campaign. 

One faction that could 
spell trouble is the Itahad 
Islamr, a group that reported- 
ly has Saudi backing. 

“They think the Americans 
want to make everyone 
Christian,” said Mo hammad 
Mahmoud, an official of a 
non-fundamentalist faction 
beaded by Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad. 


Tbe Itahad is the only 
group that is likely to resist 
an order to disarm-,- Mrr- 
Mahmo ud «aifL , 

“It. is important to know- 
who is friendly and. who, is 
hostile and who wants a re- 
turn to order,” he said. 

Finding out may be a pain- 
ful process. 


The arrests came a day after & 
curfew went into effect in the 
^capital and surrounding areas, 
covering 60 per cent of the coun- 
try's 26 million people. Oran is 
not part of the zone. 


By Jonathan Clayton 
Reuter 

MOGADISHU — "Gimme your 
pasport. Please," said the “air- 
port official’’ at the edge of the 
dirtstrip runway. 

hi return, he handed over an 
immigration arrival form and ran 
off to a ramshackle shed to stamp 
the passport. 

• Only 24 hours before the ex- 
pected arrival of an advance force 
of U.S. marines with orders to 
“use all necessary means” to pro- 
tect food supplies for famished 
Somalia, life in the north of the 
divided capital carries on as nor- 
mal — or almost. 

Suddenly, two U.S. fighter 
planes scream overhead. 

Groups of young gunmen — 
dressed in the baggy fatigues of 
the militia of so-called interim 
President Ali Mahdi Mohammad 
— point at the sky and chatted 
excitedly. 

“Will the marines have to pay 
landing duties?” a reporter 
asked. 

“Why not? Many dollars,” one 
gunman replied with a laugh. 

The “customs official” was un- 
perturbed. 

“You relief official” he asked. 
“No U.N. passport, you pay $20. 
Journalist $50.’’ 

The passport was stamped. A 
receipt is written for “landing 
fees.” 

In Ali Mabdi’s northern en- 


clave of this ruined city, tbe 
interim president likes to pretend 
be m charge of a legitimate and 
functioning government. 

Official stamps and documents 
were hurriedly picked up from 
ministries under his control when 
be and his Abgal followers fled 
before tbe guns of his arch-rival 
Mohammad Farah Aideed. 

General Aideed now controls 
of least two-thirds of Mogadishu. 
Mr. Ali Mahdi and his ministers 
— inducting those of finance and 
tourism for a country which no 
longer exists — are holed up in 
die once-weafthy suburb of Ka- 
raan. 

Such extortion is not unique to 
the north. It happens as much in 
the area under Gen. Aideed's 
control and is a major factor in 
tfae U.N. decision to send in a 
famine relief protection force. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi tries to give his 
rag-tag band the trappings of 
government. Young drags wear 
uniforms, officials stamp 
meaningless pieces of paper, and 
issue useless receipts. 

With a task fbroe of about 
1,800 U.S. marines on tbe hori- 
zon, tbe “green line” divided tbe 
city is more relaxed than for 
months. 

Gunmen called who “guard” 
aid workers and convoys in return 
for fat fees or a percentage of 
relief supplies, on both sides now 
come within talking distance of 


each other. 

But tbe people on the north 
seem the happiest about tbe 
arrival of tbe multinational U.S.- 


led force which may finally num- 
ber more than 30,000. They see 


ber more than 30,000. They see 
the Americans as delivering them 
from Gen. Aideed. 

Women, men and children in 
the crowded dap, chant and ulu- 
late at sight of any unknown 
foreigner. 

“The Americans will take away 
the guns that have ruined this 
country, tbe days of the dictators 
are numbered,” said Issa Gated. 

Guled, an l&-year-old “fixer,” 
for one of tbe aid organisations, 
has high hopes of the Americans^ 
— perhaps too high. 

He says they will restore a 
decent government, disarm tbe 
gangs, and end the turmoil which 
gripped tbe wretched Horn of 
Africa country after the January 
1991 overthrow of dictator 
“Mohammad Siad Barre. 

“Perhaps, I will be able to go to 
university,” be added. 

Guled wants to be a doctor but 
like all young men in the chaos of 
Somalia be has to choose be- 
tween becoming a gunman or a 
fixer. 

He thinks he chose wisely. 

“No-one, even Aideed, can 
fight the U.S. troops. They have 
everything — boats, planes, tanks 
everything. I am very happy,” be 
said. 
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huddle east news w Ml 

New tension between DFLP rivals', 


- >nti 


TUNIS (R) Palestinian hardliner Naycf Hswahaef 

seized an office in a Syrian 

former followers said Sunday. UawataKh’y: 

tforfteUbeiahoii^^esw^HJ 
infections last year, 

Abed-Rabbo supporting 

wine said in a statement that Mr. Hawateeh’s foflowa 
office in Yannouk refugee camp m 
(Svrian) authorities ignored a request for tte witfeh 
a^ned members of Hawatmeh's group, it said. “Syr 
fojS continue to support Hawatmeh because hr* 
Syrian attitude.” Syria takes part m foe U5.-«p<» s . 
Siks, winch resume in Washington on Mo nday, buraB ' 
Palestinian groups opposed to them to operate ftp* 




Somali gunmen make a few dollars more 


Kuwait awards Bush honorary doct 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait University has d erided to' 
President George Bush an hono rary de^^ The ang,., 
The decision was taken Saturday at a university com. . 
headed by Kuwaiti Minister of Higher Educa t i on Ahug 
Ai Rubai, tbe statement said. Mr. Bush, who lost festia 
otesidential elections to Bfll Clinton, remains highly 
Kuwait for his role in tbe U.S. -led coalition which £ 
emirate from Iraqi forces. Britain’s former Prim* Jfi 
garet Thatcher was granteda similar degree last yearfc . 
role in bringing the coalition together. 


Diplomat smuggles electric appli** 


CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian authorities have oj 
Cairo-based Arab diplomat using his dyrtomatie h) 
smuggle video and television sets into thecxrantiy witl ^ 
c us toms, security sources said. They said customs raffia* 
airport found in the dip krmafs personal shipmeatshOT 
television sets. The diplomat bad claimed the boxes! 
ffich washing machine, a refrigerator and a.dryer, tbe*' 
The electrical appliances were confiscated and the 
asked to pay a fine of $300,000 (one nulfion Egyptian^ - 
sources said. . \ 


Mubarak sends flowers to ShamTr 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Egyptian President Hosm Mubt 
bouquet of flowers tb hospitalised former Prime 
Shamir Sunday, a hospital spokeswoman sakL Ra_- 
spokeswoman for the Td Hashomer Hospital where t - 
giow t h was removed from Mr. Shamir’s intestines last 
Sat the former premier thanked Mr. Mubarak for that 
did not know what was written on the card accomf^ - 
bonqueL Mr. Shamir, 77, is the leader of tbe opposition . . , 

and served as prime minister until June when be las 
rejection. After the defeat, be announced retirement fi. • 1 
effective March 1993, kicking off a vigorous race anxm 
legislators for party leadership. Mr. Mubarak crihY-' 
Shamir ’s hardline policies in the past, and urged him 
flexible in tbe Arab-Isadi peace talks. Tbe two <& 
during Mr. Shamir's premiership. 


Italy, France, Germany oppose Libya 


NICOSIA (AP) — Italy, France and Germany arena . 
have inform ed tbe United States and Britain tint they 
s up p o rt measures to curb Libya’s oil exports, the-Jk 
Economic Survey (MEES) reported Monday. The weel 
ter, published in Nicosia, gave no source for its report 
good sources, in the oil industry in tbe Middle East arid 
- On NOv: 23, Britain, the United States and France k - * 
statement .demanding .Libya cotnpty*with U.N. , desman *■ 
oVer two Libyans suspMted in the Dec. 21, 19S0IxrattB - 
Am Boeing 747 over Lockerbie, Secftland. The statemt v 
three countries were “resolved to intensify their effort 
to make the sanctions even more effective.” There 
tougher measures being imposed against Libya, in addi'- 
existing air travel ban that was damped in an effort tc^fo - 
to surrender the suspects. The economic weekly said it ? ' ' 
that Rome, Paris and Bonn informed Washington and b ~ 
they would not support oil sanctions. It pointed out ' ' 
France and Germany are major importers of Libyan oil; • 
industry is reported to be suffering a severe shortage ofi 
as a result of tbe sanctions that already have been in? - 
newsletter said. 


Israeli army to cut back guards 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The army said Sunday it plans tt . 
number of guards at border settlements, but the co 
measure drew protest from tbe settler populace. The;-., 
budget cuts meant some settlements would have to pja ’ 
role in providing guards, but it promised not to reduce* _ 
small agricultural settlements, which cannot spare busy ft _ 
guard duty. It did not say how many guards would be dt. 
bow large the saving would be. The decision was atC 
residents on the Lebanon border, which is prune to . 
infiltrations. Israelis living on the borders “are^ec; 
protection for their families," Yossi Goldberg, duurin 
forum of border settlements, told Israel Radio. “Li! 
attempt to cut the guard in the border settlements. 
Yediotfa Ahronoth quoted from a letter of protest fiumJ? 
secretary of Sassa, a northern fanning settlement, ’ 
Munster Yitzhak Rabin, who is also the defence ra&d 
settlements on the confrontation lines are paying a be8. 
price by living on the border. It is inconceivable that they/ 
punished...,’; he wrote. 


Israeli: New Zealand a Nazi haven 


TEL AVTV (R) — A leading Israeli Nazi-bunter seen . • 
Zealand of tunnng itself into a sanctuary for Nazis l*W 
decision Monday not to prosecute al leg e war crimiiu V 
there. “This decision of yonr government to halt the inveS ~ 
is. a very unfortunate one for many reasons,” Efnrifli .. 
director of Israel’s Simon Wiesenthal Centre, wrote t 
Minister Jim Bolger. “In effect, it turns New Zealand ' ■ 
potential haven for Nazi murderers who might face pro . r ' 
elsewhere. With investigations halted. New Zealand boa 
ideal refnge,” he wrote. He said New Zealand bad sent'. - 
message at a time when neo-N azis m was on the rise iu-l •’ 
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JORDAN 


--^pharmacists 

il'^omplaints continue 

1-4 ' . P^dCt •• xnmx— M - __ 


*■■ N«sra“»*> the Health Ministry over the re- 

J lr - ^ 2 rr:^%orrfM Timas Staff Reporter cent decision which allows any 
i. ^ for -v . , , „ pharmacist to open drugstores, 

• u ? " H \JMAN — As a follow-op to a Mr. Musmar said that the JPA 
fo- be Ca /^'v®oran*nn submitted to the has filed a case at the Higher 
"} ih t i- ^tfKTOBjait in the past week Court of Justice. We are suing the 
J ' r MonH. '^^icerning pharmacists' work Health Ministry because we con- 
et ~ : onT J ' Jordan Pharmacists sider its action as violating the 
■^SQjOation (JPA) President law and the norms and regula- 
OnOraK., ton Musmar met with Acting dons of the country, said Mr. 
f dteflh M i nist er ^ Abdul Karim Musmar. He did not know when 


\:z-. . ^bariti Monday in order to urge 

ir- h “ - . ^ government to take action. 
■»- i •■*?* memo, which the JPA 
ihcr'c^u e r^ fitted to the government, de- 
H^r^^.^ded equality between 
” working for the pub- 

.. . '? r ^kkikl private sectore concerning 
, ;. Cl '- !Q r, ^jjvraflces which should be 
• :^ Cr Pr^i jed from 60 per cent to 90 per 

- -'-iirt; laj;^ jj-said Mr. Musmar in a tele- 
• “ ,r "- ‘ jne conversation with the Jor- 

t Tunes. 

- N ' ir *C apni-fc said that the JPA is deman- 
..... ” that, the public sector 

-“ r.oniiss i^jnnadsts should also be co- 
3i PWed, .like tbe doctors, by the 
■ • :3t^,jcoptives system” offered re- 


X M M ,,*l ^ ja flilVOttJIUW WM WV BVMU 

-' : V3opt of their salaries like the 
t. cJ^jibrs for working overtime. 

^ "*fWe discussed these issues and 
m with Acting- Health 

fS tO Shamu Dister ^dul Karim 

at a meeting in his office 
.r.-: ^ ^oday,” said Mr. Musmar. 

• . - :-V .Vcconfing to die Jordan News 

V.' .ency, Petra, the minister 
-.■{ unsed that die government 

study the demands and try 
rj'jiye incentives to die pharma- 

“. V. ■ 

. c \jied on the JPA dispute with 


Musmar. He did not know when 
the court will issue its verdict in 
this matter. 

Tbe Health Ministry last Au- 
gust ruled that pharmacists are 
allowed to open drugstores 
cotm try- wide, but tbe JPA said it 
believed that such a move would 
not contribute fo offering good 
public health services. 

Mr. Musmar told a press con- 
ference that allowing such prac- 
tices would create an imbalance 
in the profession. The health 
ministry had said that pharma- 
cists will be allowed to open 
drugstores in the Amman region 
two years after applying for li- 
cences but Mr. Musmar noted 
that such a move can only r»nw a 
congestion of pharmacies in the 
capital. It is predicted that the 
present one pharmacy for every 
10,000 residents will increase to 
one for every 4,000 while the 
ratio remains low in rural regions 
where it now stands at one 
pharmacy for every 30,000 
citizens. 

Health Ministry sources said 
that licences were issued last year 
to 1$2 new drugstores and that 
496 applications are still waiting 
their tom. Most of the applicants, 
they said, are seeking to open 
stores within the Amiran region. 


iondori Club deadlock 


.y; b Jordan Thnes Staff Reporter 

[MAN — A new proposal 
led-by Jordan in its negotia- 
■ QppOSeLjfcp.Wnth the London Onb of 
jitor banks made little bead- 
;w and the Kingdom's efforts to 
sbednle its commercial debts 
^nm Jn Hmbo, sources said 

• • ; : -Jd?wrer, Jordan is in a com- 

• ■ *•* ^ : pootion.since it has until 

• .'’ V.ijB-3(^.J993 x 4o work outage 
the London, 
a curie? about %f A 2 . 

. - , .-i^jpwhe Kingdom’s 

. .^^-htr^feosion, although not 
'Cw. granted, is expected to 
“ ■’■...Vjffen by the International 
;i_.'jetaiy Fund (IMF), which is 
'* 1 " 7 ' jnaaed with Jordan's perfonn- 
V;: fin.adherence to an economic 

’ " ; ":/!ofctiiring programme worked 
."hie last year, the sources 

’^It-is a fSorogone conclusion 

- ■*-■* ^ Jordan would get tins exten- 

from the IMF, which is very 
pathetic to the Kingdom's 
~K guaras onenls,” said Fahed Fanek, 
economic analyst and col- 
: ;dst, 

: -after nrnnmg into a deadlock 

^ jthe rejection by the London 

• - . - ‘ - ! ;b of a rescheduling proposal 

. • September and its own refusal 
a formula suggested by 
. fc. -- ‘creditor banks, Jordan sent a 

- O&r to the steering commit- 
^ of the dub in November. 

...” r But this also could not break 

- ::c r ^deadlock since the banks did 
‘ ^a*pt tbe new terms that 

offered.” said a Western 
"... ’.--■?*» ."siiice then there has 
. no evolution in the negotia- 

• ‘ added the source, who 

'• ' ''.'.-feried anonymity. 

I'.;] he source as well as other 
- ' ' noma: experts said there was 
l dangpr” of the creditor banks 
aped in the London Club “re-- 
_ j^gjj finding” for the firm position 
3 ■ a by Jordan by posing banfc- 

s -- difficulties for the Kingdom’s 
7. si'vto and imports. 

- _‘ r it Was a posable way for tbe 

■ • “bs to hit back at Jordan for its 

»al to accept the terms a 

r :% Ted by the steering commit-" 

■■^. ; ;- .sad the Western source. 

- ■■ '■ 1I 'tiiat is no longer valid since 

. to*® 1 ? ^ be the creditor 

; ^ ' '’-.- hs themselves since they can- 
's. ^ ^°P® to get every bank in 

■ope to turn down letters of 


credits issued in Jordan.” 

The basic disagreement be- 
tween Jordan and the London 
Cub stems from the creditors’ 
refusal to grant the Kingdom 
terms that they see as setting a 
precedent in international debt 
relief and rescheduling negotia- 
tions. 

“Apparently they feel that Jor- 
dan is too small a country to set a 
precedent,” said Dr. Fanek. “If 
indeed that is the case, then 
Jordan can very well, wait for 
another majorThird WoridVdebtor 
. to negotiate a deal with . the Lon- 
don Club and then follow suit,” 
he told the Jordan Times. 

Jordan and the creditors dis- 
agree over applicable interest 
rates, discount on buy-baric of 
partial debts and conversion of 
another part to investments and 
bonds in Jordanian dinars. 

Tbe Kingdom has managed to 
secure “side deals" with some of 
tbe creditor banks which it is 
buying back part of its debts at 
discounted rates higher than SO 
per cent on principal as weD as 
overdue interest. 

“If this process continues ... 
Jordan’s commercial debts may 
be reduced to one third of the 
nominal amount,'' Dr. Fanek 
wrote in a column last week. 

In tbe meantime, some experts 
also aigne that it is only a matter 
of time before Jordan could cut 
more separate bilateral deals with 
some of the London Gnb mem- 
bers outside an overall agreement 
with the group. 

‘’Some of tbe Western basks 
are anxious to close their 
accounts with Jordan,” said a 
European andyst. “However, 
the amounts involved are re- 
latively smaller and would not 
make much of a (tent in the 
overall amount and interest.” 

According to Dr. Fanek, Jor- 
dan can hope for continued sup-' 
port from the IMF in view of its 
strict adherence to the economic 
structuring programme and the 
progress it has made in recovery. 

Furthermore, he argues, tbe 
IMF — the international watch- 
dog on eternal vigil to ensure that 
the Third World could pay off its 
debts — wants to project Jordan 
as a showcase success in line with 
IMF directives arid therefore 
would not undermine the King- 
dom’s approach. 


JVHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 


i*A* Gallery. 

-.•••• FILM 

^ German fflm “Kasper Hamer, M at the Abdul Hamecd 

®hemaa Foundation — 6:30 p-®- 

FLOWER SHOW 

^Tbe mutual Christmas and New Year flower Jwrf * 
«ani® bnSofftebiM Iiitersiatkmal at the Marriott 

; Botri (opening ceremony at 1 P*®*) 



Premier visits veterinary vaccine centre 


KING, PREMIER AND ARMY CHIEF HOLD TALKS: Hb 

Mafesty King Hnssefa, the supreme commander of tbe armed 
forces, Tbted Mo nday the army general headquarters where he 
was received by Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field 
Marshal Fathl Aba Taleb, along with other officials. King Hussein 
had a me eting with Marshal Abo Taleb and discussed with him 
Issues of concern to tbe armed forces. Tbe meeting was attended by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeld Ben Shaker. 


Diplomatic appointment suggests 
thaw in Saudi- Jordanian relations 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The appointment by 
Saudi Arabia of a high-ranking 
diplomat to head its diplomatic 
mission in Amman this week is a 
seen as a positive step towards 
mending the strain in Saudi- 
Jordanian relations. 

Mohammad Abdul Rahman A1 
Bassam, who holds tbe rank of 
Minister Plenipotentiary — one 
rank below an ambassador — war 
named last week as the new 
Chatge i IT Affairs ■. of the embassy 
in Amman. He replaces first 
secretary Abdul Rahman Al Nas- 
ser as tne senior-most Saudi di- 
plomat m Jordan. 

“It is a step in the right direc- 
tion,” said a senior offiaal. “Af- 
ter all, relations between Arab 
countries could not remain 
strained for ever.” 

“It is only natural that Arab 
countries move to dose gaps 
when they realise they have com- 
mon objectives and interests,” 
tbe official added. 

“Jordan stands ready to re- a 
dprocate through all means and * 
ways to any positive Arab move 
towards better relations and Arab 
solidarity,” added the official, 
echoing the words of His Majesty 
King Hussetih 

Saudi Arabia’s relations with 
Jordan took a plunge after Am- 
man refused to endorse the milit- 
ary option to end the Gulf crisis 
narked by Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. Riyadh, 
along with other Gulf Arab 


states, suspended financial aid to 
Jordan and withdrew its ambassa- 
dor from Amman in protest 
against the Jordanian stand. 

Repeated efforts by Jordan to 
explain its position have been in 
vain and the appointment of Mr. 
Bassam as Charge D’ Affaires in 
Amman appears to be the first 
sign of a positive response from 
Riyadh on the political level. 

The Jordanian ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia is still in place, but 
an expected visit by die King to 
Saudi Arabia to perform the 
Umra pilgrimage has not mater- 
ialised. 

In a Dec. 1 speech opening the 
winter session of Paifomeni the 
King said Jordan was committed 
to Arab solidarity and improved 
Arab relations, but indicated that 
the Kingdom felt it had done all it 
could to mend the strain m Arab 
ties in the wake of the Gulf crisis. 

In its reply to the Speech from 
the Throne, the Lower House is 
expected to urge the King to 
continue bis endeavours to recon- 
cile with the Arab states which 
were angered by what they per- 
ceived as Jordan's support for 
Iraq during the Gulf crisis. 

“We appeal to you in the name 
of your people to pursue efforts, 
without despair... towards restor- 
ing solidarity among Arab and 
Muslim- countries,” reads, a draft 
House reply to the King’s speech. 

“Good relations with the Arab 
and Muslim brothers are the only 
way to rebuild our strength and 
restore our role" in international 
politics, it said. 


Lower House endorses reply to throne 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Upper 
House of Parliament Monday en- 
dorsed tbe final version ora reply 
to the Speech from the Throne as 
prepared by an ad hoc commit- 
tee. 

The Senate members discussed 
the reply speech in an open ses- 
sion and- introduced slights 
amendments to it. 

Tbe reply speech drafting com- 
mittee headed by Ahmad 
Obeidat included Kamel Sharif, 
Saeed Al Tal, Jnmaa Hammad 
and Hosni Ayesb. The session 
was attended by Deputy Premier 
and Education Minister Thouqan 
Hindawi and several Cabinet 
members. The reply speech is to 


be submitted to King Hussein at 
tbe Royal Court Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, the Lower House 
of Parliament announced Mon- 
day it will bold an ordinary meet- 
ing Wednesday morning to re- 
view a host of topics with specific 
focus on issues related to health, 
water and irrigation. 

A proposal on the amendment 
of a draft law on the general 
federation of Jordanian farmers 
submitted by 63 deputies will be 
discussed, said the announce- 
ment. Also on the agenda, is the 
draft law on press and publication 
which was endorsed in part by the 
Lower House in the extraordin- 
ary session last summer. 


Arab orthodox church 
delegation arrives in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 43 
personalities representing the 
Arab Orthodox Church m the 
occupied West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip arrived in Amman 
Monday to take part in the fifth 
general Orthodox conference due 
to open in Amman Tuesday. 


— Amendments to Jordanian 
laws and regulations favouring 
the Arab Orthodox Church in 
occupied Palestine and Jordan. 

Tbe one day conference is to be 
concluded by a press conference 
to sum up the deliberations of the 
day, according to Dr. Raouf Abu 


According to a committee pre- Jaber Chairman of the Orthodox 
iring for tbe conference to be Arab Society in the Kingdom. 

He said that the conference, 
the fifth by the Orthodox com- 
wr km nw>Hn» Srirfi m unity and the latest since the 
Wsnz a 8 ri a n pi 1351 nieeting held in Jerusalem in 
& 1956 under the sto- 

Kh^ f g®": “Towards a Comprehensive 
Arab Jerusalem Rawfai Al Kha- g^ hodox RennaisaiK £» Mem- 

. bers of the Orthodox Church in 

More the occupied territories and Jor- 

da" he noted are estimated at 
200,000. Their religious affairs 


gan: “Towards a Comprehensive 
Orthodox Rennaisance.” Mem- 
bers of the Orthodox Church in 


dealing with the following topics: 
— The Arab Orthodox rennai- 
sance towards encouraging this 


— Htfly places and means of 


and Qiurch estate are handled 
mainly by the Greek clergy. One 
of the main aims of Tuesday's 
conference is to put an end to this 


~ status quo. 

safeguarding them m the face of H 


Dr. Abu Jaber said that the 


illegal practices; Dr. Abu Jaber said that the 

— The creation of a special fund Arab community is now seeking a 
to promote tbe cause of the Arab speedy amendment to the 1958 
Orthodox Church mid its aetivi- Jordanian law on the Greek 
ties in die occupied territories as Orthodox Church in a bid to 


well as Jordan; 


protect Arab rights and interests. 


Ensour leaves for Brussels 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Industry and Trade Abdullah 
Tfoarnir left Amman for Brussels at tbe head of a Jordanian 
delegation which will participate in Jordanian-Belgian joint 
committee meetings due to begin Tuesday. The committee will 
rKcrnw! various ways of enhancing economic cooperation between 
the two countries. 


Villa For Rent In Khalda 

Ground floor, 240 sqm. 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, big fitted kitchen, 
big String area. Ten-ace* looking into the garden. Unfurnished. 

Href floor, 370 sqm. 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, huge American fitted 
kitchen, big Ihring/guest area, big terrace. Furnished and telephone. Big 
garden. Cat rent separately or together. 

Telephone 840011 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Mon- 
day visited the Jordan Centre for 
Veterinary Vaccine (JCVV) 
where he examined the process of 
veterinary vaccine production 
and heard a study on the prospect 
of privatising the centre. 

Accompanied by Agriculture 
Minister Fayez Khasawneh. the 
prime minister first toured the 
centre and then listened to a 
briefing by the centre’s director 
Mukhles Ammarin on production 
and other services. 

Established in 1989, the centre 
first produced vaccines for the 
Jordanian market, but soon it was 
exporting doses to Arab countries 
notably Bahrain. 

The JCW, which was estab- 
lished with help of the German 
agency for Technical Develop- 
ment (GTZ) started off by pro- 
ducing 80 million doses of a num- 
ber of vaccines for local and 
export markets but later raised 
the production to 170 million 
doses of which only half are being 
consumed in Jordan. 

According to Dr. Ammarin, an 
important goal of the centre was 
to reduce the country’s depend- 
ence on imported vaccines which 
are costly to buy. 

He said the first types of vac- 
cines produced at the JCW in 
1989 included vaccines to combat 
sheep pox, goat pox. brucella, 
anthrax and new castle diseases. 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker survey s v arrinarinns at the 
Jordan Centre for Veterinary Vaccine Monday (Petra Photo) 

Sharif Zeid was briefed on tbe interests in the study and 


services offered by the centre and 
its exports to Arab and foreign 
countries which now include 
vaccines to provide immunity to tbe 
animals and also in the course of 
diagnosing diseases. 

Dr. Ammarin said that the 
JCW was organising training 
courses for Jordanian vets and 
laboratory technicians on the use 
of the vaccines. The study, which 
was presented on privatising the 
centre showed that production 
was profitable for the country and 
with high returns for the exported 
products. 

Tbe prime minister expressed 


interests in the study and re- 
quested that it be summarised so 
that further action can be taken, 
noting that privatisation was 
among the main concerns of the 
present government. 

Dr. Ammarin, said that the 
centre, located 12 kilometres 
north of Amman, was set up in 
the course of implementing the 
(1966-1990) five years sorio-cco- 
nomic development plan in Jor- 
dan and is under the supervision 
of the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Dr. Ammarin told Jhe Jordan 
Times that in his presentation to 
the prime minister he made it 
clear that hundreds of millions of 
vaccine doses were already pro- 


duced by the centre and are now 
lying frozen in special stores 
awaiting marketing here and 
abroad. 

Being a government controlled 
agency, he said, it is difficult to 
have access to foreign markets 
without having to go through 
numerous formalities which tend 
to impede the exporting proces- 
ses. 

The German government, 
which helped the centre to start in 
the first place, has agreed to 
provide Jordan with 2.5 million 
DM in order to help in the 
privatisation process so that the 
country can market more of the 
vaccines and operate on a purely 
commercial basis, said Dr. 
Ammarin, 

He added that the prime minis- 
ter listened to four studies revolv- 
ing around production and 
marketing measures and was con- 
vinced that privatising the centre 
was of vital necessity to facilitate 
its work. 

The prime minister, said Dr. 
Ammarin, expressed his deep 
appreciation for the German gov- 
ernment's help in this concern. 
According to Dr. Ammarin, the 
centre is currently in contact with 
.Sudan and Yemen on prospective 
exports of vaccines, but should 
the present government control- 
led system persist the centre has 
no good prospects to enter many 
foreign markets. 


Sixth year of intifada mark* 


By Laney Salisbury 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Above the din of 
rhythmic applause and ululation, 
Palestinian activists Monday 
marked tbe start of the sixth year 
of the mtrfada and pressed Arabs 
worldwide to support the upris- 
ing. 

“There is no way to stop the 
intifada before it achieves all its 
goals and before the Israelis with- 
draw from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Arabs and Muslims 
should continue to do their duty 
and support the uprising,” Pales- 
tine National Council Speaker 
Sheikh Abdul Hameed Sayeh 
told an estimated 400-strong 
crowd at the former offices of the 
Palestine National Council in 
Jabal Hussein. 

Sheikh Sayeh, his speech infor- 
mally interpreted by a Palestine, 
embassy information officer, sa- 
luted the scores of "martyrs" and 
political prisoners jailed since the 
uprising began December 1987. 

The anniversary comes as Mid- 


dle East peace delegates laun- 
ched the eighth round of peace 
negotiations m Washington early 
Monday. Hours before, sus- 
pected Palestinian gunmen killed 
three Israeli soldiers in a pre- 
dawn ambush, according to 
Associated Press reports. The 
deaths brought to 109 the number 
of Israelis killed since the end of 
1987. At least 988 Palestinians 
have been killed by Israeli troops 
or civilians. 

Rally speaker Mamdouh 
Abbadi, head of tbe Jordanian 
Popular Committee for the Sup- 
port of the Intifada, however, 
places the Palestinian death toll 
at 1,597 and said his organization 
will continue to support welfare 
programmes in the occupied ter- 
ritories. According to other rally 
leaders, 2,540 homes and 136,000 
olive, fig and fruit trees have 
. been destroyed by Israeli troops 
in the past five years. One hun- 
dred and ten Palestinians have 
been deported. 

Celebration speaker Abbas 
Zaki, head of the Higher Com- 


mittee of the Intifada, said the 
destruction of property and dis- 
ruption of lives has “added force 
to Palestinian resistance.” “The 
intifada emphasised ther is no 
way to live under Israeli authority 
and that Palestine is Arab terri- 
tory... Palestinians should never 
give up,” said Mr. Zaki, who is 


also a Fateh central committee 
member. 

Mr. Zaki’s comments were also 
informally translated during the 
rally attended by the Palestine 
ambassador, Palestine Liberation 
Organisation members and Jor- 
dan’s wide-ranging Palestinian 
community. 


Suicide doctor received 
psychiatric help 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 38-year-old 
doctor Abdullah Rubeihat, who 
killed his daughter aged one and 
his. wife 25 before committing 
suicid?, has been undergoing 
psychiatric treatment for some 
time, hospital sources said Mon- 
day. 

Dr. Rubeihat studied medicine 
but later specialised in hospital 
management. He held a masters 
degree and was appointed to 
assistant director to Al Bashir 


Hospital in Amman. 

Hospital sources told the Jor- 
dan times that police investiga- 
tions and the coroners office firm- 
ly believe that the man had killed 
himself after killing members of 
his family. 

The police earlier reported that 
they were tipped off about the 
bodies lying in their home in 
Rashid district in Western Am- 


Going, going, gone ... 


By Stephanie Genkin 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The exhibition hall 
at the Philadelphia Hotel turned 
into a cooperative estate sale 
Monday, as perspective buyers 
wheeled and dealed for the best 
buys in antiques. 

Specialising in rugs, paintings, 
vases and furniture, the second 
auction organised by the owners 
of Auction Comer seemed to be 
tbe place for collectors. 

“Our first auction (Oct. 7) was 
so successful we decided to orga- 
nise another two session-event a 
couple months later,” said Nasser 
Al Abbadi, one oF the company's 
owners before the afternoon bid- 
ding began. “The auction busi- 
ness is very lucrative,” he said 
without revealing any figures. 

While the event was organised 
by the owners of Auction Comer, 
many of the items up for grabs 
were being sold by private indi- 
viduals and companies. “When 
we advertised our auction before 
the October event, many people 
were sceptical about bringing col- 
lectable pieces for us to auction 
off," said Mr. Al Abbadi. 
"However, after the event, these 
individuals realised that oar auc- 
tion offered a good opportunity 
to sell a wide variety of artifacts," 
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he added. 

The auction not only attracted 
dealers and individuals in search 
of a market to sell valuable items. 
It also provided a forum for 
collectors to browse, buy and 
gain experience in evaluation 
antiques. 

“Not only is the auction a 
convenient way to purchase anti- 
ques, it also offers buyers collect- 
able goods at low prices, much 
lower than in tbe shops,” ex- 
plained one of tbe auction's orga- 
nisers. 

However, one antique collec- 
tor and veteran to the auction- 
world from Britain was dis- 
appointed by the base prices of 
the antiques for hid. “The prices 
here are higher than the prices in 
England,” she noted browsing 
around before bidding began. 
“But it's difficult to find oriental 
goods at auctions back borne,” 
she added. 

For the less experienced anti- 
que buyers, tbe auction offered 
an opportunity to become more 
familiar with quality and prices. 
“You go to a dealer and he tells 
you a price is worth X, but you 
don’t really know if that's real 
value, “said one Jordanian 
novice. “I came to the auction to 
see what other people consider to 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

REGISTRATION OF CAFETERIA 
CONTRACTORS 

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Western Asia ( UNESCWA ) invites companies 
specialised in CAFETERIA SERVICES to contact the 
Purchase and Transportation Unit at the ESCWA tem- 
porary Headquarters ( Located in Shmcisani,. Abdel 
Hamid Sharaf Street No. 28 Telephone 694351 exten- 
sion 307 ) by no later than 15 December 1992 lo ob- 
tain Lhc registration forms for inclusion in die ESCWA 
contractor roster. 


Start the bidding: An item b displayed for auction (Photo by 
Yousef Al ‘Allan) 

be vain able," he added. the antique collection in search of 

Meanwhile, others less con- that little treasure of sentimental 
cemed about price milled around value. 


Ahmad Abunameh & Sons Co. 

for B “ Contracting & Trading 


‘‘Winter is Just Ground the Comer 
Do you remember how cold it was in Jordan last winter ? 

** Ahmad Abunameh 8c Sons. Co. has at its maintenance 
workshops limited quantities of Anti-Freeze which complies 
with the highest International standards, and cordially in- 
vites its custom ors for a fixe check- op of the following items 
on thier BMW Automobiles : 

- Anti-Freeze concentration. 

- Visual inspection of hoses and drive belts. 

- Pressure test of tbe cooling system. 


** This offer Is open to any BMW automobile until the 
end of December 1992. 


For further details, please call Amman 


Tel. 892279 










IORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, 


1 \ * 


Jordan Times 


An Ajab poGtkad <*** j in Engfeti by *c Jamba Pm tMlimi. 

FstaMhhrd 1775 

L^jVi ifitJ * J i_-ju > jwi ac« Uj- *-jt V« W> &*»*■ 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

Mahmoud al kayed 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 
Edftor-in-Ctuef: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road,P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Hypocrisy or what? 


THOSE AMONG ns who are shedding tears over the 
U.N. intervention in Somalia to save the starving 
Somalis from famine and internecine kHHng or are 
lamenting the U.S. decision to spearhead such an 
international military intervention, need to answer one 
simple question: Where were they thronghoot the past 
two years while Somalia was being torn apart by 
famine, disease and dvfl war? 

Calling on the fighting factions in Somalia to 
peacefully settle their differences, d emanding a 
mediocre Arab intervention or insisting on an l-damir 
action of the kind demonstrated at last week’s Jeddah 
meeting of the foreign ministers of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference over Bosnia, we are deceiving 
ourselves. Such pious calls are not worth the ink they 
are written with. Arab and Islami c silence in the face 
of the catastrophe that was unfolding fin Somalia has 
effectively deprived the Arab and Islamic Worlds of 
the right to object to anything that is being done by the 
outride world to help save So malis from themselves. 
There is obviously a strong case to conclude that the 
Arab and Islamic inaction forefeits any of their 
lingering claims for feeling betrayed by the non-Arab 
and non-Muslim Worlds. 

The West’s belated military intervention in Somalia 
.is blemished of course by its shameful aloofness from 
taking effective action to stop the atrocities and crimes 
against humanity that have been perpetrated by 
Serbian forces against Muslim Bosnians and Croats 
for the past eight months. Western Inaction to hatt the 
revolting ethnic cleansing in former Yugoslavia v3l 
costume to tarnish the West’s altruistic protestations 
vis-a-vis the situation in S omalia and cause Arabs and 
Muslims to question the motives of the countries that 
dispatched their armies to the Horn of Africa. The 
Arab and Muslim countries, however, are not standing 
on terra finna themselves since until this point in time 
th y have only demonstrated rhetorical stance in the 
fa-.e of the deteriorating situation in both Somalia and 
Bosnia. It could be said though that Arab and Muslim 
inaction has created the vacuum through which other 
powers found an opportunity for action. 

However, the chorus of voices crying wolf a gainst 
U.S. intervention in Somalia and their fear of Amer- 
ican “designs” for either Yemen or the Sudan is, even 
ef remotely credible, at best hypocritical. Even if the 
devil himself could pnt an end to the misery of the 
people of Somalia and the insanity of its leaders, he 
should be welcomed. Perhaps what our potitidam 
should be urging and demanding from the U.& 
otherwise is to parallel its “brotherly” intervention is 
Somalia with a similar one in Yugoslavia. GapiCafising 
on this linkage on behalf of Arabs and Muslims is more 
fruitful than indulging in U.S. bashing and conspiracy 
theories. 



AS THE Americans head for Somalia their hatred-filled eyes are 
fixed on Sudan which has adamantly refused to be subjugated to 
the Americans will, said Al Ra'i Arabic daily Monday. While we 
wish that the Americans arrival and their sinking in Somalia be 
similar to their entrance into Vietnam and their eviction from that 
country in defeat, we also wish that all people in the Horn of 
Africa in general and in Sudan in particular as well as the Arab 
people at large follow the Americans’ eyes and objectives and 
work in concern to place skins' of Somalia's bananas under their 
feet so that their lives can be transformed into a real hell, the 
paper continued. It said it is unreasonable to believe that a fierce 
monster tightening his fingers and daws on the throat of millions 
of Arab children in Iraq, Palestine and tens of other areas in our 
Arab lands can be transformed over night into Father Christmas 
or Mother Teresa, laden with bread instead of napalm and milk 
instead of duster shells, and it is unbelievable to see children 
sitting on the knees of the monster who is used to crushing people 
under his tanks and bringing death to them through bombs and 
through siege. The paper said that President Bush has called the 
Somali citizens Somali brothers. This name alone is sufficient for 
us to imagine the magnitude of the disaster awaiting the people of 
the Horn of Africa and to imagine the objective sought by 
Washington and the aid which it plans to offer to the separatist 
groups in southern Sudan at a time when they are about to 
surrender, the paper said. These separatist groups, said the paper, 
are no more in a position to pursue the destruction of the Arab 
country employing Israeli weapons and backed by die United 
States allies, it said. The so-called Mission of Mercy, the paper 
pointed out. seeks to save the Sudanese separatist groups ami not 
to save the Sudanese and Somali people. Excessive seal displaying 
by Mr. Bush before be leaves the White House manifests his 
intention of placing the coming Clinton administration in an 
impasse difficult to handle and a quagmire from which it is not 
easy to disentangle, the paper continued. The Kuwaiti govern- 
ment has welcomed the new American invasion and so did Israel, 
the paper noted. It said that Washington’s allies in the Gulf war 
are not concealing their delight over Washington’s fleeing its 
muscles, but as we follow the developments we note a warning 
given to the U.S. administration by its ambassador to Kenya, who 
was consulted about the adventure, but whose advice was 
overcome by the arrival of American naval ships to Somalia's 
coast, said the daily. It said that in the ambassador's view 
America will face defeat like that tasted in Vietnam and Lebanon. 
The defeat could be repeated in Somalia m a more grotesque and 
more humiliating manner for the “strong American” who is ruling 
unopposed over the world, proud of his muscles and tin: length of 
his daws and the toughness of his tuskes, the paper said. 


The View from Four Circle 


By Kauri; G. Khonri 


Hungry for food, hungry for the truth of historyj 


Pow! Zoom! Bang! Machineguns on jeeps. Colin Powell with h:s 
map show. Starving Somalis and neatly groomed American 
correspondents in khaki safari suits. Black boys with guns, 
American soldiers with food. The imagery is surrealistic. 

The American government and television industry have disco- 
vered Somalia — and the rest of us had better hold on to our 
histoiy, culture and humanity before it is whisked away from us 
by the same Western troop carriers that now bring soldiers 
carrying rifles in one hand and a soft spot for the starving African 
masses on the other. The large-scale deployment of American and 
some other troops in Somalia to end the anarchy and allow food 
supplies to be delivered to starving people is a highly comple:; 
situation, morally and politically, that defies simplistic, black-and- 
white, right -and- wrong approaches. 

1 unreservedly applaud the mechanics and logistics of using 
foreign troops to provide security in order to allow relief supplies 
to reach the starving in Somalia. I am delighted with the pictures 
of American and French troops and their colleagues from other 
countries carrying out a mission of mercy. On the surface, this 
appears to be a humanitarian endeavour, and on the surface we 
should applaud it. 

However, as usual in the Middle East and the Arab World, 
below the surface ties a murky and disjointed world where wha: 
you see with your eyes does not necessarily correspond to the full 
human reality that actually exists. Specifically, 1 am fearful tba-. 
we are now being subjected to a western, largely American- 
driven, media onslaught that is as massive and powerful as the 
waves of marines coming ashore at Mogadishu — it is also just as 
culturally alien and politically suspect for most of the people of 
this region. 

The images we get already, the caricatures and stereotypes 
through which the western media will tell their simple story of 
black Arab/African savagery and American/western compassion . 
and the many entertaining and mediagenic tales we will hear in 
the next several months, will collectively rewrite the facts o/ 
Somalia, its people, and the involvement of western powers in 
and around it in the last several decades. Repeating my support 
for foreign intervention to feed the starving in Somalia, I would 
make three ancillary comments about the ironies and the deeper 
implications of the situation there: 

1) The question asked often is why the West intervenes i-i 
Somalia but not in Bosnia-Hercegovina, but I think this is tftv 
wrong question to ask. Somalia reflects starvation due to •_ 
collapse of government, state, economic, and social structure-, 
while Bosnia is political and ethnic malice due to the collapse cf 
an artificial old order. People suffer in both places, but for very 
different reasons. Bosnians deserve help, but their situation is 
very far from that of the Somalis, geographically and politically. 

The better question to ask, I would suggest, is: By what moral, 
political or nutritional criteria does the United States decide re 
send its troops to save women and children in Somalia while other 
American troops maintain an embargo on Iraq that results in the 
suffering and death of wonte.i and children there? In fact, I 
imagine that some ships, air force facilities and other material arc 
going to Somalia directly from doing duty in the region of Iraq. 

There are serious flaws in the American attempt to paint the 
Somalia intervention as purely humanitarian. I suspect it is, at one 
level. I do not think the U.S. is trying to establish a political or 


strategic foothold in the Horn of Africa, or intervene in Somalia 
for some other sinister reasons. I accept the humanitarian 
impulse. But it hides decisions in a coherent and fair mann er,' 
preferring expediency to principle. I sense that it simply accentu- 
ates the capacity of the United States government to maintain its 
blatant double standards, whether m implementing U.N. resolu- 
tions, demanding human rights improvements from its friends or 
foes, or, now, bringing food and order to one corner of the Arab 
World while applying pressure that results in malnutrition, 
disease, H«ath and a possible breakdown of order in another part 
of that same Arab World. 

2) American officials and media are selling this intervention on 
humanitarian grounds only, without — as usual — considering the 
complexities of recent or ancient history. The prevalent explana- 
tion we are given by the West is that selfish, uncaring native 
gunmen and warlords are primarily responsible for the starvation 
of the Somalis. This is true if one’s universe started in 1991, and if 
one’s moral parameters extended little further than shopping 
malls and television entertainment. It is a gross distortion of 
historical fact, and a cheap and facile, but unsuccessful, abdica- 
tion of political responsibility and complicity. 

This fractured, irrational arid suffering Somalia did not emerge 
from the Arab/African soil on the power of its own demented 
callousness or inhumanity. It is a product of modem history, the 
ultimate consequence of colonialism, decolonisation, fragile 
statehood, autocratic rule, and, consequently, the penchant of 
such unstable, largely made-in-Europe states to rely on foreign 
aid to survive. Somalia is not different from most of the Arab and 
.African world; it is only more extreme and obvious in revealing its 
basic vulnerabilities. It is the artificial and irrational core of 
Arab- African modem statehood stripped of its external trap- 
pings. We are not all so vulnerable, but most of os in the 
Arab- African world have operated by the same rules that 
pertained to Somalia in recent decades. 

The United States and the Soviet Union played with Somalia 
and its former president Mohammad Siad Barre for decades. 
They had him and others in the area play a humiliating game of 
ideological musical chairs — when the music stopped, the local 
players scurried for a seat, for attention, for survival. If they 
succeeded, they were offered food, money, guns, accolades as 
vital strategic partners, and an occasional visit to the White House 
or the Kremlin as prizes for having played the game by the roles, 
for having been good, obedient boys. 

Washington and Moscow callously switched sides between 
Somalia and Ethiopia in recent decades and, when the Horn of 
Africa lost its strategic value in the post-cold war era. they both 
left — Russia to suffer its own excesses as a state based on lies, 
and the United 5tates to venture off into dream worlds where 
mighty powers used their military force to save the lives of 
starving children in faraway places. 

Somalia today is a direct consequence of a combination of two 
deeply intertwined factors: the autocracy and corruption of 
domestic leaders such as Siad Barre, and the tradition of foreign 
powers, especially the U.S. and former USSR, that callously 
exploit such leaders and countries for their own geo-strategic 
aims. Somalia is the orphaned child of colonialism, and its former 
guardians are now being asked to come back and save their 
wayward child. Somalia is not distant from the United States in 


Of heroes and hero-worship 


By Yasser Aiwan 


I BORROW die title of Thomas 
Carlyle’s famous nineteenth- 
century work because its theme 
— that history is the story of great 
men with divine missions — per- 
fectly illustrates one fundamental 
aspect of modern Arab political 
culture. For all his genius, Car- 
lyle's perspective on the unfold- 
ing of history has been challenged 
and overtaken by more sophisti- 
cated schools of thought, most 
notably historical materialism. 
Yet whether or not one accepts 
the assumptions of the latter, it is 
difficult to deny that the simplic- 
ity of Carlyle’s argumentation is 
its biggest crutch. 


if ever, the failures. 

More fascinating, perplexing, 
and disturbing than the fabrica- 
tion of such mythologies as ths 
personality cult is their profoun i 
impact on ordinary people. 
Under circumstances of prosper- 
ity, stability, plurality, legality, 
and democracy, this deception 
probably influences a given 
population less than in situations 
of scarcity, illegitimacy, and 
tyranny — which are unfortu- 
nately the prevailing conditions in 
this part of the world. When 
people feel that their destinies are 
being dictated to them from 


cessity. 
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However, modern Arab poli- 
tical culture, perhaps beginning 
with Gamal Abdul Nasser, intro- 
duced a paradigm that has culti- 
vated the very essence of Car- 
lyle’s propositions in almost every 
independent Arab government 
since. Through the various chan- 
nels of disseminating informa- 
tion, both overt and covert, the 
contemporary history and policy 
successes of each Arab regime 
have been glorified solely as the 
outcome of the super-human 
efforts of one man — the all- 
powerful, all-knowing leader. In 
Egypt, for instance, one could 
literally see this phenomenon 
take shape when Anwar Sadat's 
portrait replaced Nasser’s in the 
early 1970s as the decor de 
rigoeur of nearly every public and 
private establishment. Sadat cre- 
ated then imposed a myth of 
himself as the supreme Egyptian 
leader from which all goodthings 
originate to distance himself from 
his predecessor. In 1981, the cy- 
cle was repeated once again with 
portrait and myth calculated to 
induce a nation-wide amnesia re- 
garding Sadat. Elsewhere as well, 
Arabs have made de facto flags of 
mens’ faces. 


“What has hap- 
pened to the Arab 
World in the space 
of the last two gen- 
eratlons Is the 
focus of serious 
study for all sorts 
of scholars and in- 
tellectuals. The 
facts have been 
studied from va- 
rious perspectives, 
but we are not 
much closer to ad- 
justing our social 
fabric to better 
meet the needs of 
our citizens so that 
they might excel on 
the world stage." 


In this light, the events sur- 
rounding the return of His Majes- 
ty Ring Hussein from his treat- 
ment abroad were, very literally, 
fantastic. It was a once-in-a- 
Lfetune event that (eft no doubt 
whatsoever that Jordanians re- 
vere tile King as their genuine 
hero. But the festivities also pro- 
foundly disturbed me, for what 2 
saw as genuine enthusiasm and 
euphoria during that first day of 
the King's return became a mas- 
querade for a grimmer reality 
over the following days. How 
loud do people have to play their 
radios and how often do they 
have to mindlessly beep their 
horns and shoot their guns in the 


air (is this any way to celebrate?) 
to demonstrate their joy? 


After that first day, it was hard 
to tell whether Jordanians were 
celebrating to celebrate the 
King’s arrival or just to convince 
themselves (and others) of their 
excitement. Was the revelry and 
mayhem an outward sign of a far 
worse turmoil? Was it a different 
farm of siege mentality, a man- 
ifestation of confusion, die mark 
of an absence which is neverthe- 
less a fact of everyday conscious- 
ness? On the second and third 
days following the King’s safe 
arrival, Amman’s streets and cir- 
cles took on an air of confusion 
for the King’s presence was no 
iongsr available for people to 
focus their energies on. The 
celebrations, or what was left of 
them, appeared like desperate 
attempts to find something more 
to believe in. 


Surely, since Nasser at the very 
latest, Arab regimes have been 
and continue to be extremely 
personalised. Is it not true that 
•the control of so much 
power over so many by so few 
leads to a megalomania (tinged 
with a desperation to bold onto 
that power) that perpetuates this 
cycle, as in the cases of Sadat In 
the 1970s and Saddam Hussein in 
the 1980s? Arab leaders have 
attempted — through an almost 
unparalleled cultural onslaught 
— to cultivate an image of them- 
selves as the heroes and legiti- 
mate heirs of Arab societies. Yet 
this spectacle is not liriuted to the 
Arab World, although it is more 
chronic and acute here because' 
official channels of information 
consistently feature the successes 
of the national leader but rarely. 


above, when they have lost much 
of the control over the course of 
their own lives, when they believe 
that their children's lives will 
remain as unpredictable as their 
own — as marionettes on a string 
— they tend to seek immediate, 
formulaic, short-sighted rationa- 
lisations as their solutions for the 
simple reason that these appear 
to offer more hope on which to 
hang dreams than the elaborate 
complications of serious re- 
sponses. The personality cult is 
one such misguided rationalisa- 
tion: because we have few 
genuine heroes, the bureaucra- 
cies and official media have 
manufactured images of our lead- 
ers as a political instrument justi- 
fied as cultural-psychological ne- 


One man alone, no matter how 
great, cannot fulfill the psycholo- 
gical needs of an entire society. 
But where are the other authentic 
heroes of the Arab World? 
Where are our exemplary perso- 
nalities, those spokespersons for 
our besieged dignity and self- 
esteem that people can believe 
and take pride in, and strive to be 
like? The United States, for ex- 
ample, has manufactured its 
heroes with as much efficiency as 
it used to manufacture cars: from 
cowboys and astronauts to Super- 
man, Wonder Woman, and even 
Bat Simpson. Of course, there 
are the less glamorous but more 
believable heroes too: people 
from all walks of life who strive 
with passion for beliefs that are 
beyond mere persona! interests 
and profit, like the artists, musi- 
cians, writers, and athletes that I 
look up to with awe and a little 
hope. The comparison I wish to 
make, however, is not between 
America and the Arab World of 
today, but between the Arab 
World of my father’s generation 


and the one I live in today. 

What has happened to the 
Arab World in the space of the 
last two generations is the focus 
of serious study for all sorts of 
scholars and intellectuals. The 
facts have been studied from va- 
rious perspectives, but we are not 
much closer to adjusting our so- 
cial fabric to better meet the 
needs of our citizens so that they 
might excel on die world stage. 
Thus question, I believe, must be 
posed in another way for it is not 
answerable entirely in terms of 
history or politics, technology or 
communications, or even tradi- 
tion and modernity. We must ask 
ourselves this: What — beyond 
the journalistic farts — has hap- 
pened to the Arab World? 

Our quest for, fabrication of, 
and belief in, cardboard heroes is 
bound to lead to disfllusionment 
or worse. A case in point is Iraq’s 
Saddam Hussein, the man most 
responsible for the most serious 
trauma that Arabs have faced in 
nearly fifty years. A significant 
number of Jordanians (while not 
from the most influential segment 
of the population, they are 
nonetheless an important part of 
it) truly believe that Saddam Hus- 
sein is a hero, one of these 
self-proclaimed, fly-by-night 
saviours of foe Arabs we blindly 
rash to idolise. Is ft because he 
“stood up” to the West and sur- 
vived, or because be fired a few 
Scuds towards Israel that these ' 
Jordanians applaud him? If so, | 
then they are truly deceiving 
themselves with such superficiali- 
ties. One of the most painful 
situations for foe thousands of 
Iraqis who have otherwise found 
safe shelter and compassion in 
Jordan since the Gulf crisis is 
sitting in a taxi cab and listening 
to foe driver sing the praises of 
the man who has driven them out 
of their homes. Are these Jorda- 
nians so despondent as to cherish 
a man who slaughters his own 
people? 

Too many Arabs are seeking 
their lives elsewhere, in foe vague 
glitter of the West or the counter- 
feit declarations of men like Sad- 
dam Hussein. That life is else- 
where also means that life here is 
perforated by a bole, an absence 
that they cannot or do not know 
how to fulfill. Instead of taking 
advantage of the affliction, our 

leaders must try to heal it at once , 

for this is not a problem of 
committees, conferences, and 


symposia; it cannot be quantified, 
but it has been Ignored. This is a 


problem of individuals, a prob- 
lem that, if one looks carefully, 
lurks in our schools, offices, and 
homes. If sot treated immediate- 
ly, ft might become gangrenous 
and even fatal. 



moral and political terms; ft is very cfose v almost faff 

3) Most of the w es te rn media will not do two thmgs; a)l 
mindlessly parrot the general rationales and expfcanatj 
forth by the United States government (the Coiin Pow 
Show minus mean Stormin’ Norman, because the enemy 
dear here, perhaps because the enemy partly hnks 
historical archives and the State Department);, and b' - 
Pentagon compelled to provide entertainment for a „ 
u ninfo rm ed and uninterested domestic audience, tfaey 
age the Somalia intervention in a combination of A 
humamtarianism and- Arab/ African deficiencies fruit w 
dangerously dose to racism. 

The media and the western officials from whom thefts - 
cue w31 try to avoid dealing with the deeper histori 
political issues that explain the agony of Somafia. Tbeywi 
too difficult or demanding, or not sufficiently appea&fc* 
viewers or to the dog food manufacturers who ultimately - 
them, to delve deeper into the real causes of the profc 
Somalia- They will find it awkward to draw paraSe^ 
political forces in Somalia in foe recent past and existing 
forces in Arab countries that are portrayed as not ontyfr 
ihe United States, but as strategic partners in tins' 
"coalition” we keep bearing about — a coalition that wiH 
to rewrite history in Somalia and the Horn of Africa just* 


to do in Iraq mid the Gulf and Kurdistan. . • 

These maybe irritating issues to raise in a mamentthdr 


orchestrated as one of humanitarian splendour, i find ft 
tant, however, to raise them for the sample reason tiwt y, 4 
like to avoid a repeat of tins situation in other Arab or 
lands. -j 

I disagree with those who say that this is the start of aivi - 
U.S. force bong used for good purposes around the wpri^ 
up side of the so-called “new world order.” This is notaT 
future. It is about foe past, about ugly monsters and te - 
ghosts that have come back to haunt us and to remind usa 
collective mistakes — mistakes of past-colonial confosk 
tional statehood, corrupt indigenous leaderships, depend - 
foreign power, foe frailty of the collective Arab/Afncai 
and expedient, whimsical superpowers. 

We cannot escape the verdict of our rich but retributive 
We cannot make gross mistakes and engage in greq 
monumental scale and expect history to thank ns-l. 
inhumanity. In this part of the world, history is ope.of.- 
corrective forces we have to rely on, given our d 
distortions, regional inequities, and global dependencies. 1 
be able to fool people for a few years or a few decades, bt 
end we will be held accountable before the historical men 
our ancient and vibrant culture. Somalia is preosefy 
reckoning. * 

It is a sad but important tale that does not easily fa i 
simplistic imperatives of American television entertainme 
is why we have to be very careful in the coming moaths-1 
the racism and the rewriting of history that will be used agt 
and to demand that even those who profess to do good 
stand for a moment before the tribunal of our shared^ 
history, and really understand what it means to be hurgr 
food, dignity, or just plain honesty. 


© 1992 Rami G. Khouri 


Drifting despite the 
helmsman’s strong vis 


By Salameh Ne’matt 


IF THE Interior Ministry’s deci- 
sion last week to reject foe 
licensing of two existing political 
parties proves anything, it is that 
Jordan’s political system has suc- 
ceeded, ft seems, in doing one 
sure thing through the democra- 
tisation process: Issuing laws 
that grant the old system the 
licence to continue its old habits, 
with only some cosmetic 
changes. What is worse, our 
elected Parliament, which we 
thought was going to break-up 
the old system, has become in- 
strumental in institutionalising ft 
by providing a legitimacy that 
was lacking in the pre-1989 era. 
And, naturally. what applies to 
the Political Parties Law applies 
to the Press and Publications 
Law and a host of other bills 
endorsed or yet to be endorsed 
by our legislature. 

But what are we complaining 
about? The government? Or the 
Parliament? And who is re- 
sponsible for maintaining the old 
system three years into the 
democratisation process? The 
executive branch, or us, for 
electing a Parliament that seems 
to favour and cherish the status 
quo? 

It is too simplistic of course to 
blame the interior minister for 
implementing a law that was 
democratically endorsed by Par- 
liament and that keeps the heart 
of the democratisation process in 
the hands of a minister and 
leaves legislation open to the 
wildest interpretations. 

In fact, some of us believe that 
there is something seriously 
wrong in our new-old political 
system. The government's refus- 
al to legalise the Baafhists and 
the Communists, neither of 
which is perceived as a threat to 
the establishment, is only the 
latest manifestation of foe fai- 
lure of the system to live up to 
our democratic aspirations or 
expectations. 

For despite all IBs Majesty the 
King s declarations of Jordan’s 
commitment to the democratisa- 
tion process, manifested in 

*>"?■ ° f . highly-publicised 
speeches, decrees and state- 
°ieots, undemocratic practices 
contmue to happen as though 
me Kings words are faffing ot 
W e are increasingly 
fed to believe that pronounce- 
ments of foe political leadership 
are being dismissed or ignored 

hnanrjf "S?* ^ ®*fcCUtive 

h* Jff 7 “misters or 
n^uhOtB. Thnvgs appear even 
more farcical when we see par- 
liamentarians acting far less 
democratically than the gpvem- 
ment. Examples include the 
Z^g***™ ^ng people to 
«mrt for criticising Parliament 
and deputies introducing amend- 


ments to foe gp v ei u u * 
osed Press Law that fa 
the freedom of expre - 
Some of us are faifr 
sioned when we sec. tfi 
merit shy away froa: - 
through with pofioes 

forms they were origis. 

dated to pursue. We r ^ 
dened to hear that sew . 1 

bers of the Cabinet art 
to the Middle East pea — > 

and are dissociating 'ft . 
from the draft Jotf 
negotiations agenda-- 
The imderiymg pit 
seems, is that the few.' 
we had since 1989 have 
consistent or coherent 
orientation, due to fas 
that gave precedence ^ 
balances, government; _ • 
senses and pofides tifi 
ment rather than the d‘- 
tical virion enshrined S 
leadership’s thinking. G“ - 
agree, at least, faatyo - 
be half-pregnant: youc •* • 
secular and fundamen • • 
the same time. Yotict 
for the peace process a»\ - 

it, and, finally, yoa caN — , 

both democratic and r .. . , 
cratic. This will not \ Qj I) 
need, in the government-^ ^ 
vision and not men q ' r ? .. J; 
ending compromises anc ,-^. 
ing acts. We need bold n " 

a dear coarse that -bp ' . 

create enemies for the;.- . 
ment, but also real fan - - ... 
supporters who wndi 
around that vision. V:.) . 

As things stand, anf 
ment will be powerless tc - - 
a political system fojj -*r 7 
herently change-tcs^v.^ 
new approach and;*'-: 
criteria, not to mentis '-, 
faces must be fotroda'-. 
forming governments ;» 
not only oriented to ;*»>>. ' 

vote of confidence fro® t 
ment, but mainly accoun^'r " : " 
the people and foeir u: 

If the kradership tfepre#- \ ’ . 

people’s aspirations. ~ 

agreeit does, then fo«® (v, •J"' — 
a way to realise these asp 

ihmnot, a rvilitintl 


through a political 4,1 

nutted to imptementuig « ^ ^ 

ership’s virion. It fr :;n0 -. " 


ership’s virion. It i? 
acce pt able to go on 
talking about democrat.. 
without finding the ■ ' ■ 


tion. Democracy-**?* 
genuine reforms' in me,).---. 
Cions and laws of tbe'Str-?:" 
not do tiie job... And t*. 
Parliament for instituwsL ^ 
the status quo does raft 5 - r -c 
ate political leaders 
national responsibilities- r . 


The writer, a 
member of the Jordan ** ' ■ ■-*. 
the correspondent /•*, 
London-based ' •' 

paper and the ArafcJ&J : •. 
foe BBC in 

• •• 
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beid urges Arad’s release 


W YORK (Agencies) — A 
liaoese Shiite Muslim cleric 
japped by Israel has appealed 
Moslijn factions to release an 
e |j airman held since 1986. 
slate hdth Abdul Karim Obeid. 
, ; ' A c. 'Vj.J i-jtuaj leader of Hizbollah. said 

“. e s -i j - .y^wouJd not be freed until 
" rit r 2--aaese freed the Israeli, Ron 

rc- ^ro all those who are actually 
onto the navigator I'm 
a i-j C Jong . my brothers in Leba- 
■ - - correct what you read 
' ■ ^ papers and the Israelis are 

3 ' : ~-ir.' J S ^ Jy serious about if, you my 
should act swiftly and 
?T ~ alda’t drag on your feet end- 
■~v z--^‘ jy. We’ve had enough of this 
'■> bT-'r'iVv^ .-it’s time for action,'* Sheikh 
'ir.t??. said in an interview broad- 

■cr a on CBS Television’s “60 

v^utes.” ' 

' lfe E, was Sheikh Obeitfs first in- 

*. jew with a Western journalist 

: =t>ebe was lddnapped in 1989, 
spokesman Roy 

- ’• - -. ‘.s 4 ? ^ tBCtt. a 

has made similar comments 
r - ,:; "‘^t3si«Ii Television. 

.."“■f-"*- aaefi commandos abducted 

“ Obeid at his South Leba- 
home on July 28, 1989. 

• Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 

•hi: i.v tviewed for the same broad- 
'•J said he ordered Sheikh 


Obeid's abduction to provide “a 
better card” to negotiate for the 
release of Arad. Mr. Rabin was 
defence minister at that time. 

The airman has been missing 
since his plane went down during 
a bombing mission over Lebanon 
in 1986. 

Mr. Rabin said Israel was “dis- 
appointed that all the efforts of 
the United States, and all ’be 
international community, includ- 
ing the U.N., ended for all prac- 
tical purposes’* after the last 
Western hostages held in Leba- 
non were released. 

“The time has arrived. Let's 
put an end, on both sides,” Mr. 
Rabin said. 

Sheikh Obeid said he has been 
treated well, was in good health 
and suffered no hardship. 

“I do not try to deny the fact 
that I have been and still am 
supportive of military operations 
against Israel, in Israel,” he said. 
Asked whether he would con- 
tinue to preach the destruction of 
Israel, he replied: “Yes. The 
answer is definitely yes.” 

Israel accused Sheikh Obeid of 
being one of the masterminds of 
kidnappings of westerners in the 
1980s. He declared in the inter- 
view that he was against hostage- 
taking. 


.•/‘v^rdan cannot be squeezed further’ 

- . ^ (Continued from page 1 ) 


: ; r.>es 5 Uig this question of dis- 
V^ty now and today. You have a 
that does not dis- 


2 


m 


,, that does not dis- 
homan rights, and yet it 
'. '.".'as to be a discussion of the 
. -stizxiaii issue without any re- 
. ' nee to the human content of 

. "'disaster and that is (inviting) 

• Vi. : sta- 

" . ~ -\nd whose fault isHhat? 

; * "-Veil, the parties. Israel will 
'--discuss human rights if it is 
' ~ jssed regionally. Our Arab 
hbour do not want to discuss 
an rights regionally. And the 
-"-^ee issue, as we know from 

• "Ottawa round, is not to be 
'-•isised, because family reuni- 

- ion is an issue on which Israel 
a portion. They say *we 
:'30t compensate over the re- 
e issue of four decades.* No- 
t is asking for compensation 
i- Israel, but one is asking 

■ ativdy for a compensation 

4 * r i the international commun- . 
i lit 1 fr° m the sponsors ’ 

«e talks. We arts asking for 
•ter ^intellectual generosity.. 
\ljmoveinent, innovation once 

* l There has to be inter- 
jidence m our region. (Some 
- tries), say Ve have given 
-« dollars to the Arab coun- 

-f-. as some said in the 
; .; .ilateral talks. The World 
’’ ‘c-has presented a report on 
. object of disparity and it is, I 


think, very well worth consider- 
ing as one indicator of progress. 
Q: Your Highness, can you con- 
cave of a political peace process 
in the total absence of a military 
peace process or armament con- 
trol with the aim of introducing 
disarmament at a given stage? 
A: Security is three-fold: Non- 
conventional weapons, conven- 
tional weapons and ... terrorist 
activity. Security is comprehen- 
sive in that it indudes people's 
security, economic and social re- 
lated issues, and I cannot con- 
ceive effectively of confidence- 
building taking an abstract like 
the Helsinki process which is 
separate from the political en- 
vironment of peace and the hu- 
man environment of peace. 

Q: We have an armament race — 
a race between two parties to the 
conflict — Israel and Syria. Saudi 
Arabia might turn out to be a 
third partner. In a situation like 
this, how can one conceive or 
believe in solutions if you have 
the level of armament turning up 
.all the time? . . 

A: I cannot conceive at all of any 
solution that will be enhanced by 
the massive purchase in billions in 
dollars of weapons to the region 
not least of all since the Gulf war 
by Gulf countries and effectively 
in the absence of a concept of 
security that is applied to every- 
body in the region. 


ghth round of bilaterals opens 


(Continued from page 1) 


f. b so far American diplomats 
7 ‘- been unwilling to do. 

•ria, also impatient with 
7 :l’s stance on exchanging land 
7 peace, is demanding Israel 
ge to relinquish all of the 
.» Heights. 

waders of the Palestinian and 
in delegations said at the end 
■ he last round in November 
they would not negotiate 
-finitely. They indicated a wil- 
-tcss; however, to keep the 
• ; going at least into die first 
-months of President-elect Bill 
ton's administration, which 
its Jan. 20. 

rael and Jordan, meanwhile. 


appeared hopeful of resolving 
some of the issues that divide 
them. 

In Amman, Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber said Jordan 
was committed to a comprehen- 
sive settlement and that be be- 
lieved tbe process was on trade. 

“The peace process is probably 
where it should be,** he told 
foreign reporters in Amman. 
“It's a long, tedious process be- 
cause we’re talking about a varie- 
ty of complex issues that have 
existed for more than 40 years 
...and which tough on every facet 
of oar lives.” 


marines prepare to land in Somalia 

(Continued from page 1) 


■ps, most of than American, 
'ate radio in Italy said four 
7 - -' ; an warships were ready to sail 
T . ’* the government and parlia- 
\ t give the go-ahead to join in 
tea major act of outgoing 
p ■ - President -George Bush, 
*' U .N .-endorsed Somalia 

rvention now enjoys wide 
Jprt. . . 

- ^obn tries as widely separated 
..-Mauritania and the United 
. h Emirates have said they will 
: ■ tribute troops. 

- -jrnatis cheered arid clapped 
• _ ri warplanes flew over Moga- 

7 -uend dropped decoy flares to 
rase heat-seeking land-to-air 

- .!ales the gunmen might fire. 


“There is no life in Mogadishu. 
Maybe the Americans will bring 
peace,” said gunmen Mohammad 
Osman, who guards Westerners 
against attacks by bandits and 
thieves. 

Jan Eliasson, U.N. under- 
secretary-general for humanita- 
rian affairs, called for all parties 
in Somalia to cooperate with the 
U.S.-led mission. 

Mr. Eliasson said the U.N. did 
not yet have written endorsement 
of the operation, code-named 
“Restore Hope” from key Somali 
armed groups but said he bad 
received some verbal assurances 
of non-interference. 


aq opens its Saddam River project 

(Continued from page 1) 

> 4,000 machines and had cost 
‘ rod a million dinars ($33,000 
.* Mack . market rale, . $3.1 
■ wn at the official rate). 

% project was begun as knag 
■. _as-19S3 and was .half com- 
fiWhen.it was taken np again 


=25 last year, 
^woridng to increase agri- 
•• tint production to fight food 
'j&gcs caused by sanctions. 

■ fc Abbas said the river will be 
• “ to remove 80 tonnes of salt a 
* and aims to rtdaffm 150 
M hectares (378 million 
-«) of land over five to 10 
us. . . . ■ 

project has been criticised 
? WN. human rights investiga* 
■ ^ attempt to .weaken, the 
^year-old wetland sanctuary 


of the marsh Arabs, a traditional 
refuge for fugitives from justice 
to which Shiite rebels and army 
deserters fled after the failure of 
their post-Gulf war rebellion. 

Iraq has strenuously denied the 
suggestion. “There, is not any 
relation between the marshes and 
the river.” Mr. Abbas said. 

Newspapers have carried arti- 
cles for several days praising the 
river as the biggest nrigation 
scheme in the Middle East and an 
example of what can be achieved 
under U.N. sanctions which 
mean machinery and spare parts 
are in -short supply. 

Diplomats say some of me 
equipment used to build the 
waterway was seized from foreign 

firms. . 


Kuwait sees no end to military alliance with West 


By Jonathan Wright 
Reuter 

KUWAIT — Kuwait, mugged 
once and living in a dangerous 
neighbourhood, is acutely aware 
that if thugs strike again it 
couldn’t put up much of a fight. 

But the emirate now enjoys a 
dose military relationship with 
western armies that drove Iraq 
our of Kuwait in rfie Gulf war last 
year, and external security has 
not been much of a headache. 

Kuwaitis have spent most of 
the past 18 months recovering 
from the Iraqi occupation and 
putting their house back in order. 

Only now are they starting to 
think deeply about the implica- 
tions of being so dependent on 
people who live thousands of 
miles away and who do not share 
their religion or lifestyle. 

Analysts and diplomats say 
that with minimal dissent,' 
Kuwaitis are coming to the con- 
clusion that for the foreseeable 
future the strategy they have 
chosen is the only game in town. 

“Even the average Kuwaiti will 
say he prefers U.S. forces to any 
other.” said Abdullah Al Shayeji. 
assistant professor of political sci- 
ence at Kuwait University. 

“As long as (Iraqi president) 
Saddam Hussein is in his den, as 
long as Kuwait has all this wealth, 
we're going to stick to this and 
there won't be widespread anta- 
gonism," said the academic, who 
has conducted polls on the ques- 
tion. 

“Ninety per cent of the Kuwaiti 
people are behind a strong milit- 
ary relationship with the West,” 
said a retired Kuwaiti brigadier. 
“It’s a question of survival.” 

The strategy is a radical depar- 

Muslim Asians 
demonstrate in Dubai 

DUBAI (AP) — Throngs of Indi- 
an, Pakistani and Bangladeshi 
Muslim workers took to the 
streets Monday and damaged a 
40-year-old Hindu temple, local 
residents reported. They were 
protesting the demolition of a 
mosque in the Indian town of 
Ayoahya Sunday (see page 8 ). 
Police reported similar, but non- 
violent, demonstrations in va- 
rious other parts of the United 
Arab Emirates, where depart- 
ment stores and gold market 
shops were shuttered. Witnesses* 
said the crowds hurled rocks at^ 
the temple in Dubai, smashing its 
windows, but riot police quickly 
dispersed them. No casualty re- 
port was immediately available; 
nor was there a precise estimate 
of damages in the temple and 
nearby shops. Tbe crowds were 
estimated in tbe thousands. Some 
400,000 Indians live and work in 
the UAE. They make up about 
22 per cent of the population. 
Meanwhile, a large crowd of 
slogan-shouting protesters 
gathered in front of India’s consu- 
late general in Dubai. 


rurc from policy before ihe Iraqi 
invasion. In those days Kuwait 
took an aggressively neutral 
stance in international politics 
and tried to balance its powerful 
neighbours off against each 
other. 

It also sought security by play- 
ing an active part in regional 
organisations like the Arab 
League and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). 

But the Gulf crisis reduced the 
Arab League to a cipher and 
Kuwaitis, both in private and 
public, remain deeply suspicious 
of the Arab countries which sym- 
pathised with Iraq. 

“We have been traumatised 
and our relations with the Arab 
World have been affected by the 
trauma.” said Abdullah Al Nafi- 


si, an academic and politician. 

As for the GCC. the organisa- 
tion has been racked by internal 
disputes over borders and cannot 
agree on the rudiments of a re- 
gional common market, let alone 
on a truly deterrent joint defence 
force. 

•“It's clear that the GCC isn’t 
about to emerge as a credible 
defence arrangement for Kuwait. 
If won't be a NATO,” said one 
western diplomat. 

Kuwait's own armed forces, 
however much Kuwait expands 
them and buys them powerful 
new weapons, could not hold out 
long against any of its neighbours 
— Iraq. Iran or Saudi Arabia. 

The population is too small, 
the standard of living too high 
and the way of life too comfort- 


able for large numbers of 
Kuwaitis to volunteer for the 
rigours of a military career. 

A U.S. sergeant on joint man- 
oeuvres with the Kuwaiti army 
said the Kuwaitis did minimal 
physical training. ”1 guess they 
can pay others to defend them.” 
he mused. 

Kuwaiti officials speak of sign- 
ing new military agreements with 
Russia and China, to complement 
those it already has with the 
United States. Britain and 
France. 

But diplomats say any agree- 
ments with these two other 
permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council would probably 
be confined to purchases of low- 
cost weapon systems. 

Signs of domestic opposition to 


the military relationship with the 
West are hard to find. 

An unusual editorial in the 
newspaper Al Ra'y Al Amro last 
month revived the conspiracy 
theory, popular in radical Arab 
circles, that the Iraqi invasion was 
part of an international plot to 
destroy Iraq and take control of 
Kuwait. 

“The danger is that we are 
being dragged, peoples and gov- 
ernments. into foreign provoca- 
tions.. .We will be the first vic- 
tims. in terms of our security and 
stability.” it said. 

, Mr. Nafisi also has doubts ab- 
out the relationship. “The cost 
will be enormous and there is no 
end in sight.” he said. 

“The role of the foreigner has 
been legitimised. The only choice 


is oblivion or to yield to western 
control — we have chosen the 
second. It’s ridiculous now to talk 
of an independent will,” he told a 
group of Islamists. 

But the natural opponents of 
the United States — the pan- 
Arabist and the Islamic move- 
ments — did not make an issue of 
defence in the campaign for elec- 
tions last month. 

It's against the currenr to say 
anything against the defence 
agreements,” said Mr. Shayeji. 

So for the moment American 
troops, on rest and recreation 

from exercises in the desert, can 
walk the streets of Kuwait city in 
uniform and without fear. 

“Thank you Bush.” as the graf- 
fiti reads on the walls of the city, 
is still the message they will hear. 
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WE PROVIDE YOU 
WITH THE KEY... 

YOU OPEN THE DOOR 
BY BECOMING A MEMBER 
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JORDAN 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREK5H1 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AN0, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAIMAR & SONS 

TEL 604676 604696 ^ 
p.O BOX 7806 




f CROWN | 

a _INT!L EST. | 
1 Packing, shipping, m 
3 forwarding, storage, ■ 
1 clearing, door-to-door l 
1 service § 

Air, Sea and Land 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

Alter the Philadelphia Hotel 
towards 3rd circle 


Tel:6595l9 659520 






YOUR BEST CHOBCE 
BN J 05 KOAH.~ 

☆ Kais Dryclean. 1 Hr. Service 
* Shoes repair * Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

☆ Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fas 
828163 


STUMO HAIG 

Prctfesponal Quality ip 
l'Howr Service 
Develop yOur colour frten at 
our shop, and get> 

* JUM&&. 

sizs 3@% iar$enr 

* Free enlarge? 
m eat '20- x 30 cm 

SbmSfearu -■ 

Bank. Phone: 

Swefieh tel: 823891 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/81 0809 
Fax: 810520 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT 

Special Giutese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

[Open I1-3P-3JU Jt fi.-Q frjjjp 

Take away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el 

iTeL 681922, A mman 

Core Tasted 

Afwayi Lowed V jjg 



AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:90 & 1*30-23X0 

Tel: 03-314415 



' CHENS s 

CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
, Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 816214 

Come and tasie our 
specialties 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

\. 6:30 - Midnight y 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tain away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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Trio Ki ticnln 
AL KHAIM A BAR 
&30 pm -L30 am 
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CHm 

Town 

fQeilauronl 


Every great city in the worid has its China 
Town and Ammari.fiow has its own. 

Where you can ec^F^he most exquisite 
Chinese dishej|^f JN^ph arid dinner. 

service 

■* 

All chefe fi^dim PeSlng, China 

at the Ammah' Piaza Hotel 
Tel. 674295 ' br'674 fit- ext. 6338 


The First Class Hotel in 
’ Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IhUMITEL 

,|j£«jljl= 


Amman - Tel -668193 
PO Bov 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


ESTHETES? THMUFJEIT 

mEANgapuPiEir 


announces its new service 
AMMAN - AIRPORT - AMMAN 

with its modern air-conditioned 
buses. 

Departure every hail an hour from 
either Abdali Bus Station or JETT 
Headquarters. 

Fare: 750 fils per trip. 

Enquiries: 66 4146 
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U-22 Basketball Championship 

Atilt, Orthodoxi 
clash in final today 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Basketball wffl again have the chance to see 
jvdao’s ad-time basketball rivals, Al Afefi and AI Orthodoxi, 
Tuesday in the f™»t of the Under-22 Basketball Cham- 
pionship organised by the Jordan B as k et ball Federation (JBF). 

Both teams are now tied with nine points each in the overall 
standings after they beat Al JatO and Al H u ss ein this week. 
However, their record throughout the U-22 championship was not 
as predictable as it has been in the past years. 

Al Ahli lest to AlJaffl 71-39 in the first leg of the second round 
bat came back to beat Al Jal3 65-60. Similarly Al Orthodoxi scored 
a big win of 74-51 over Al Jalfl bnt later lost to-AI Ahfi 75-63. 

Surprises and upsets were abundant in the first round as Al 
Jaareh beat Al Ahli but later lostto Al Orthodoxi, wbo later lost to . 
Al Abb. 

Therefore, everything depends on the AbU-Orthodoxi mate it 
tonight to determine the overall , standings. Al JalB plays Al 
Hussein earlier at Al Orthodoxi *s Court. 

The' JBF wiB soon name the U-22 national team which wiB 
prepare to participate in the Asian Youth Basketball Cham- 
pionship doe to held in Hong Kong in February 1993. 


STANDINGS 


Team 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

AI Orthodoxi 

4 

I 

425 

324 

AI Ahli 

4 

1 

379 

322 

Al Jam 

2 

3 

329 

339 

Al Hussein 

0 

5 

337 

485 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cantona makes league debut for Man. United 


LONDON (R) — Frenchman Eric Cantona finally made his 
English Premier League debut for Manchester United, belpingbis 
latest new club to a 2-1 win over local rivals Manchester City. Die 
much discussed Cantona, signed from Leeds last month, appeared 
as a half-time substitue but had his thunder stolen by Mark 
Hughes and Paul Ince who both scored spectacular United goals 
from long-range. The result took United into fifth place, nine 
points behind leaders Norwich. 


Romania and Moldova work towards merging teams 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania and the neighbouring ex-Soviet 
republic of Moldova are taking steps towards unity by working 
towards merging their sports teams. ‘Talks about setting up a 
joint Olympic team will start early in 1993 but the actual thing 
cannot possibly occur before the 1996 Olympic Games, Romanian 
Olympic Committee President Ua Manoliu said Monday. Some 
.two-thirds of Moldova's 4. 3 . million people are ethnic Romanians 
and most of the territory, belonged to Romania before Moscow 
seized the area in 1940. The republic declared independence in 
August 1991 and is working towards gradual unification, 
Romania. . ' 


Mexico blasts St. Vincent 11-0 


. MEXICO CITY (R) — Mexico overwhelmed St. Vincent 11-0 to 
celebrate their successful completion of the second round of 
Concacaf World Cup qualifying for the 1994 tournament. The 
; victory gave Mexico a total of eight points from six games and 
'propelled them to the third round along with Honduras, who 
defeated Costa Rica 2-1. The Caribbean team, unaccustomed to 
the pollution in Mexico city, appeared exhausted after the first 20 
- minutes of the match. Honduras and Mexico will face El Salvador 
and Canada in the next round. 


McColgan to run in next three London marathons 


LONDON (R) — Britain's world 10,000 metres champion Liz 
McColgan will run in the 1993 London Marathon and also in 1994 
and 1995, it was announced Monday. McColgan, who has already 
set her sights on running the Marathon at the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics, has won the only two marathons she has ran, in New 
York last year and Tokyo just three weeks ago. Among her 
targets in next year’s race- April 18 will be Norwegian Ingrid 
Kristiansen’s seven-year-old course and world record of 2:21.06. 
McColgan commented: I’m a relative newcomer to the marathon 
and there’s still a lot to learn. But over die next few years I'm 
confident I will break the world record. I know I have the talent 
and capability to do it and the London Marathon gives me the 
ideal opportunity over the next three years." 


London clubs to face minnows in English FA Cup 


LONDON (R) — Arsenal and London rivals Tottenham Hotspur 
wil have to journey to some little!- known English soccer outposts 
next month following the draw for the third round of the F.A. 
Cup. Arsenal play either famous cup giant-killer Yeovil or 
Hereford United, while Spurs are assured of facing part-time 
opposition in the shape of either Rugby or Marlow. Yeovil's cup 
tradition stretches back to 1949 when they beat then-mighty 
Sunderland. Coincidentally, Hereford were foe next minor league 
dub to beat top-flight opposition when they surprised Newcastle 
in 1972. 
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MORE AT ODDS 


East- West vulnerable. Noi 
deals. 

NORTH 

* A K Q7 4 3 
7762 

k 

* A J 4 

WEST EAST 

* J 10 2 4 6 

7SJ63 7 A94 

CQ 10 3 v 9 8 6 5 2 
4K86 4 10 973 

SOUTH 
4 9 8 6 
v Q 10 8 
v A J 7 4 
4 Q 6 2 
The bidding: 

North East South West 
1 4 Pass 1 NT Pass 
3 4 Pass 3 NT Pass 


especially with stoppers tatbeother 
suits, it can sometimes be right to 

elect to play »» trump. Bmce ““ 


WEST 
4 J 10 2 
7SJ63 
CQ 10 3 
4K8 5 


Opening lead: Three of *? 

You don't have to be a great 
mathematician to be a good bridge 
player. However, some knowledge of 
the probabilities is & sine qua non 
for choosing the correct line. 

Usually, when you have found an 
eight-card or better major-suit fit, 
you need look no further for the 
strain in which to play the hand. 
With square distribution, though, 


long major will be a source of tricks. 
South chose that course on today’s 
hand, with happy results Four 
spades must go dam as the cards 
lie; three no trump has a chance. 

Against three no trump West led 
a low heart and the defenders took 
the first four tricks as you discarded 
a dub from both your hand and 
dummy West then shifted to a dia- 
mond. How would you proceed? 

There are two fines. One is to 
hope spades are 2-2, in which case 
the thin! spade would be an entry to 
the dosed hand and declarer would 
score six spades, two diamonds and 
a dub. The other is to presume 
spades are 3-1 and overtake the king 
of diamonds to rely on the dub fi- 
nesse. Which method of play should 
you adopt? 

The chances of an even spade 
break are about 40 percent, while 
the dub finesse will work half the 
time. It’s not even dose. Overtake 
the king of diamonds with the ace 
and lead a dub to the jack. When 
that works, you’re home. Justice has 
triumphed. 


U.S. recapture Davis Cup 


FORT WORTH (R) — Jim 
Courier redeemed himself for 
past Davis Cup failures by beat- 
ing Jakob Hlasek. Sunday to 
eftneh the cup for the United 
States for tfie 30th time since 
1900. 

The number one player in the 
world, who was left shaken -by bis 
five-set loss to Marc Rosset Fri- 
day, posted a 6-3 3-6 6-3 6-4 
victory over Hlasek to give the 
United States an unbeatable 3-1 
lead over a surprisingly competi- 
tive Switzerland m the Davis Cuo 
final. 

Courier, who was severely 
down on himself after Friday's 
disappointment, was rushed tjy 
his teammates who engaged in 
a celebratory, group hug. Andre 
'Agassi. Pete Sampras and John 
McEnroe then lifted the over- 
joyed victor onto their shoulders 
and carried him to foe sidelines. 

Each team member then took a 
victory lap around the indoor 
hard court waving a huge Amer- 
ican flag. 


‘This is an amazing feeling. 
You can't buy it,” said Courier. 

“Nothing means more to me 
than to be here with this bunch of 
guys and bring the cup back 
where it should be.” 

Courier, who took an BafetiD- 
guished 2-5 Davis Cup record 
into Sunday's climactic match, 
explained his past disappoint- 
ments by saying perhaps he 
wanted it too much when playing 
for his country. 

* But Sunday’s win should erase 
those ghosts for Courier as well as 
make up for last year's devastat- 
ing loss to France in foe Davis 
Cup final in Lyon. 

“It wasn’t foe most stylish win 
bat the great thing is that every- 
body on this team won a point," 



fifth and deciding match. 

“If those guys hadn’t worj the- 
doubles the momentum would 
have been with Switzerla n d," the 
relieved Cornier said. “I slept a 
lot better last night." 

Even with the pressure of a 
must- win match off his shoulders. 
Courier was tight and had trouble 
against Hlasek. 

However, although he never 
approached his top form. Courier 
ha rl enough fight to hold oft the 


mentally tough but physically 
drained Hlasek. 


Jim Courier 


said Tom Gorman, celebrating 
his second Davis Cup triumph in, 
his seventh year as U.S. captain. 

For the 33-year-old McEnroe, 
it was his fifth time as a member 
of a Davis Cup winning team and 
the second for Agassi, who 
opeued the tie with a straight-set 


win over Hlasek. 

Were it not for the remarkable 
comeback from two sets down by 
Sampras and McEnroe for a 
thrilling doubles win Saturday, 
Courier would have faced foe 
burden of keeping the heavily 
favoured Americans alive for a 


drained Hlasek. 

Hlasek, who nearly carried 
Switzerland to a doubles win in 
Saturday's four-hour-plus match, 
played amazing well considering 
he was coming off that five-set, 
emotional roHericoastex. 

But in the end Courier had 
enough determination and killer 
instinct to carry foe day. 

Courier, who had not played 
well in splitting the first two sets, 
said he received a pep talk from 
Agassi that really picked up his 
spirits. 

Swiss captain Dimitri Sturdza. 
whose team was playing in their 
first Davis Cup final, said: T 
think these three days have been 
absolutely fantastic. 

“I especially want to thank the 
Swiss supporters. You were 
great,” he said to the thousand- 
strong contingent who created a 
European Davis Cup atmosphere 
in Texas with their cowbells, 
-painted faces, chanting and flag- 
waving. 

During foe victory ceremony 
German congratulated the Swiss. 

“You guys pnt up a hell of a 
fight,” 

Then, with tears welling in his 
eyes and emotion in his voice, he 
turned to his players. 

“Guys, I can’t thank you 
enough," Gorman said. 


AC Milan experience thoughts of defeat 


LONDON (R) — A rare and 
alarming notion occurred to AC 
Milan coach Fabio Capclio at the 
weekend. 

“At the end, I feared we might 
lose,” he said after the Italian 
League soccer champions, un- 
beaten in 45 league matches be- 
fore^mday, drew 1-1 at home to 

In Germany, Bundesliga lead- 
ers Bayern' Munich also came 
close to defeat at bottom-of-the- 
table Bochum but were saved by 
captain Lothar MAttbaeus and 
drew 2-2. 

Matthaeus, Germany’s World 
Cup captain, volleyed home an 
89th-minute equalizer to keep 
Bayern one pout ahead of Ein- 
tracht Frankfort. 

Inevitably, in a season when 
everything seems to favour 
Milan, even their unimpressive 
draw against lowly opponents 
helped foe Italian team pull furth- 
er away at the top. 

lnteraazionale, Juventus and 
Sampdoria all lost, leaving Milan 
four points dear with a game in 
hand and unhappy rival coaches 
queueing up to complain. 

Juventus, who face Czechoslo- 
vaks Sigma Olomonc in Turin 


Thursday in a UEFA Cup third 
round second leg tie, warmed up 
in the worst possible manner, 
losing 2-0 at Fiorentina. 

With key players such as Brazi- 
lian Julio Cesar, Briton David 
Platt and Roberto Baggio all in- 
jured, Juventus bad German de- 
fender Juergen Kohler sent off in 
the 36th minute. ' - • 

Sampdoria, who meet Milan id 
a rescheduled league 'thatch' Dec. 
23 disappointed their Swedish 
coach Sven Eriksson by crashing 
3-2 to Atalanta at home in 
Genoa. 

Dutch League leaders PSV 
Eindhoven, who play Milan in 
the European Cup Wednesday, 
had foe weekend off but their 
nearest rivals Ajax Feyenoord 
failed to cash in. 

Ajax lost 1-0 at home in Am- 
sterdam against FC Twente En- 
schede and fell to fifth, six points 
adrift of PSV. Feyenoord mean- 
while bad their goalkeeper sent 
off but scraped a 2-2 draw at 
home to Vitesse Arnhem. 

Real Madrid also had chances 
in Spain but failed to take them 
and went down 2-0 in a shock 
defeat to modest local opponents 
Rayo Vallecano. 


Lother Matthaeus 



Peanuts 


Wmm WHAT WOULD YOU \§ 
SAV IF YOU lUEKE THE Tj 
ONLY ONE IN THE 
UJ0RU7 WHO 0EUEVEP 
% SOMETHING AND EVERYONE 

ELSE THOUGHT YOU J 
WERE CRAZY ? Jk 
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WOOF* 









Andy Capp 


[ CMXIE: what are you 1 

S DOING IN MERE?/ TALK , 
{ ABOUT SNEAKY -YOU -S 

SAIDVOU HADN’T < 33 TANV 1 
S ^'ONPi'fCRA &RINK.' 




Mutton* Jeff 


WELL, WHAT L „>■ 
CrtA GAPING 

* s 1 AX'? . * 


» YOUR \ 
FAftE. 
MOTT.' 


f* MY FACE? j 
WHAT’S THE ^ 
matter with. 


/OH, NtfTHlN* >1 
I EXCEPT WHEN 
I VbO BEGIN J 
I TO STUDY IT F 
k IT LOOKS lj< 
AWFULLY L 
l FUNNY/ flKi 


/EH. IN FACT WELL, IT'S 

H it looks very not my 

KOMELV/ IT's 

ONE OF THE ANYTHING 
homeliest 

FACES fVE|\CANT?J 

fverseen ; again 


7 Voo Could close) 

THE WINDOW. PULL 
( DOWN THE SHADE c 
[ AND STAY MCJl 
S JNDOORS.'JE=?a 


fs$« r- 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY DECEMBER 8, Ms 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Canon Righter fiou 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: As 
Mercury moves into Aquarius to- 
day you may find that you are 
restless with all kinds of ideas, 
■s frtTy . sound and some visionary, 
that will require considerable 
analysis before putting them into 
effect. 


bring you knowledge an 
desire should be oafs 


alley now but .don’t j* 
friction at your hooic. 


LIBRA: (September 23 1 
22) Be very careful ona 
or in my motion and at 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Don't make any changes in peraoo- 


atteution upon 

W M HWt- . 


matters now but put your efforts 
■ outside interests that require 


on outside interests that require 
vocational perfection or a display 
of civic pnde. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have all kinds of new ideas 
that are good for you to consider so 
study all aspects of them and doo|t 
any couunittnienis of a busi- 
ness nature yet. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Keep plugging away at activities 
you have to perform and it is 
advisable did you do not venture 
into die world of outside activity. 


MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
July 21) Get away fron? taking any 
chances on your usual activities 
today of a work nature sod seek 
out some recreations that can build 
your spirit. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Think 
about the various things to be dpne 
at your home inducting investigat- 
ing any plumbing problems, but 
don’t gooff on a pleasant journey. 

VIRGO: .(August 22 to September 
22) Whatever yon look into to 


SCORPIO: (Octobers 
ber 21) Don't let yc 
involved fa somc *et 
scheme and instead 
things that you warn i 
and resourceful mamin 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nova 
December 21) Look fat 
methods far rihnina^ 
vats manner whatever * 
not to your best interest 
the outside worfd, 1 

CAPRICORN: (Decern 
January 2(f) A dyum 
acquaintance can oeca 
help to you in 
so let them be known 
fret 'about what you « 

AQUARIUS: ( January!:' 
ary 19) Have a privai 
with an influential or 
person who can aid yon 
pobfic progress and am 
mg. time consuming fc 

PISCES: (February 20. 
20) You have the 
to gain almost any asne v 
you desire excepting id* * 
conditions are concern 
after definitely. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Hm 




really hate it when you 
treat me like dirt!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WOf® GL 
• by Hand Arnold and BdT 


Unscramble these four Jumble* 
ona latter to aach square, to form 
lour onJBnary words. 


SULOE 


-Wh - 

H DM 

ar 

. 43 qutiW 
f than 8 IB ( . 


ROHNO 


PLUCUF 



HOW A aaa&cian: 
PRAWe AWAV : ' 
YOUR FOCUS. ■' 


KLUSCE 


Now arrange the dieted Wiw» 
farm tha surprise answer, as a 
gested by the above cartoon. > 


Answer here: BY 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomor > 

JumbtoK TAKBH PRINT UMBER TALLOW •£. 


Answer. What the water said to Mary— 

WILL YOU HAVE A UTTLE LAMB? 


THE Daily Crossword 

ACROSS 
1 Declines 
5 A catching of 
the breath 
9 Arctic explorer 
14Baridey 
15 East Indian palm 
t6 Vessel: pref. 

17 Food thickener 

18 NY range 

20 Tenth: pref. 

aaaa aaum aaa 

aun aBBR aaa 

aBBi aBBaaaaa 
aBBR aaa aaac 
aRRBa aaaaa 

aaaa aaa aa 


23 Waters 
25 Slow-moving 
person 

27 PGA members 
29Personafity 
component 
30 Moist 
34 Docs' group 
36 Pal Joey’s 
creator 
38 UnW now 
38 Penpals? 

42 — Park, Colo. 

43 Contributor 

44 WOt 

45 Scottish ksle 

48 “Zebra” 

47 Surrea&st 

painter 

49 Suggestions 
St Lodge member 
54 Slowly tor 


i aim 2 

an iij> 

IHH 

m aia aa 
■am aa 
i ana aa 

■a»a aa 


Yestafriay'sPsztoSdw 


8 Norm 

9 Study group 
tO Conclusions 
11 Turkish 


harshly 

64 Harden 

65 Apprehended 

66 leetandk: work 

67 Passe 

68 Inquires 

69 Optimistic 


nnmn nnnnn - 
onran nnngp g 
nnnnnnnrnno 
nmnnnnnn^® 
nRiin nnnn 

nfinnsn nnt 
Rnnnm nnm^n 1 
nnnn nnnno ” 
conn nnnnn 
opinnnnnn 
nnrann 

nconn nnnnrni 
□nnn nnnnqnn^ 
norm nnnnn 
nnnn niinnnjj ji 



down 

1 Get out of 

2 Patter 

3 Clambake 

* More nimble 

5 vex 

6 Adjutants 

7 Uars 
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1 NEWOH.K 

fmTWCjr 


Ski-Bog Pound 


DmUkIk Mark 




-flrwrh Franc 


T0WO 
CLOSE 

if* 4, 12/92 I (Mr7/f;/9 } 


1.5605 


1.5930 


1.4285 


5.4070 




1.5645 


1.5935 


1.4428 


5.4T03-** 



’Earopen Cturtm uml 


=i *•** 

Ur.'.!; *C ■ K—BCM Op«tae •> Mm. CWT 

^ EUROPE w OPENING AT 10. 001. m GUT. 

uoamnqr Interact Katas 



1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

4.15 

5. it 

7.31 

6.81 

lifitH 

IfilH 

6.06 

6.00 

10.00 

10.00 

3.81 

EEW 

11.37 

10. ?5 T 


t.2368*’ m 


7/12/92 





USD/Oz 


335.80 6.5 0 


USD/Oz I JD/Gd* 



ll.s. Dollar 


Starting Pound 


Swiss Franc 


Frencfa Franc 



Swedish Krona 


itolhm lira* 


Currency 



UAEDMmm 


Greek Drachma* 



0.688 

0.690 

1.0750 

1.0804 

0.4311 

0.4333 

0.4764 

0.4788 

0.1267 

0.1273 

0.5505 

0.5533 

0.3837 

0.3856 

0.1007 


0.0491 

0.0493 

0.02097 

0.02107 

Dmk 7/12/92 

Bid 

Offer 

1.7990 

1.8150 

.3533 

.3833 


0.1840 

msmm 

2.3000 

tmrmm 

HflMl 

0.2090 

0.2100 

1.7550 

1.7690 

mm i 

0.1814 

.3310 

.3410 

1.4448 



120.34 


183.16 


227.13 


■6/12/92 CkMC 


120.43 


184.08 


228.47 


238.11 


msssznssi^m 


; ‘ oDNDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
ftdmg world c ur rencies and gold against the dollar at nridsessfcin 
i the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


ne sterling 
oe U.S. dollar 


1 


ne onnee of gold 


1.5680/90 

1.2775/80 

1.5895/905 

1.7840/60 

1.4330/40 

32.69/73 

5.4100/50 

1392/1394 

124.90/95 

6.8175/275 

6.4500/5500 

6.1620/720 

$335.20/335.60 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 

Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


•J 1 IM I 


GENEVA (R) — United Nations 
economists, in a gloomy outlook 
for 1993, Sunday predicted a new 
surge in unemployment in the 
West and further economic de- 
cline in former communist coun- 
tries that could fuel fresh social 
unrest. 

In its bi-annual East-West re- 
port, the world body’s Economic 
Commission for Europe (ECE) 
urged tighter cooperation be- 
tween leading economies and bet- 
ter aid to help the old Soviet Bloc 
set up real market systems. 

‘The outlook for the Western 
economies in 1993 has declined 
sharply since the summer,” said' 
the report, compiled at the end of 
November.” The forces of reces- 
sion appear to have increased in 
the second half of 1992 ... the 
outlook remains sombre.” 

Official growth forecasts for 
1993 in western Europe had slip- 
ped from 2.7 per cent, predicted a 
year ago, to only 1.5 per cent. 

The report was completed be- 
fore figures were issued last week 


suggesting an upswing in die Un- 
ited States for me third quarter of 
the year. But the ECE analysts 
said it was still too early to assess 
the real strength of this trend. 

The report said over-confident 
forecasts of kb upturn which had 
not arrived had acted as a de- 
pressing factor in the West while 
in the East excessive optimism on 
die speed of transition to market 
economics had also proved 
damaging. 

“The frustration of rising ex- 
pectations is widespread and pro- 
vides fertile ground for the reviv- 
al of ancient hatreds. In many 
parts of the region, aggressive 
nationalism and ethnic conflicts 
are increasing,” they declared. 

The report said there had been 
advances in three of the now 26 
ex-communist “transition econo- 
mies” — Poland, Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia where structures 
for a functioning market eco- 
nomy had been established and 
privatisation was in train. 


JWKMJtiSr riNANCIAL MARKET 

Booms HJunc cuter annul - skmusani 
TELDUI i 660170 / 663170 
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-COMPANY- G HAKE 


-JORDAN K0MA1T BAKE 
■THE BOOSING BABE 
ABAS JORDAN INVESTMENT BAKE 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BARK 
UNION BAKE FOR SAVING A INVESTMENT 
ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 
•JORDAN NATIONAL BARK 
-AMMAN BARK TOR INVESTMEHT/OLD 
SEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
BUSINESS BANX 

BEIT ELHAL SAVING L INVESTMENT FOR HOUSING 
CAIRO AMtAN BANK 
BARK OF JORDAN 
ARAB BARK 
JORDAN INSURANCE 
GENERAL ARABIA INSURANCE 
UNITED INSURANCE 
. .JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 
■y ARMOUR INSURANCE K REINSURANCE 
.ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 
■ARAB LIFE « ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
/PHILADELPHIA INSURANCE 
ARAB UNION INTERNATIONAL INSURAHCI 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
ARAB lNTEOHATIOML HOTELS 
LIVESTOK A POULTRY 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 
■ONTTED HI DOLE EAST S COMMODORE HOTELS. 
JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 
machinany s core, renting c maints 
PETRA BSrrBPRISK A EQUIPMENTS LLAS:~'- 
JORDAN CULT REAL ESTATE INVESTMEN’ ; 
JORDAN ntTERNAIIONAL TRADING CElltR 
JORDAN KWAIT CD. FOR AGRI . A TOOO SoD. 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING 6 TRADING " 

JORDAN DAIRY 
ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL L RGB I CULTURAL 
ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 
RATIONAL ETHEL INDUSTRY 
OAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT S INVESTMENT 
INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHKMICAL INDUSTRIES 
THE JtNOAE HDBSTED MILLS 
JORDAN CERAMIC IND OB TH IE B 
JORDAN GLASS I NBO ETNIEB 
JORDAN PAPER A CARD BOARD FACTORIES 
THE JORDAN -FITES MANUFACTURING 
ARAB CENTER FOR PHAHM. S CHEMICALS 
HATIORAL INDUS HUES 
JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDD8THIES 
ALADDIN INOQSmXES 
RAF1A INDCSTRIE6 
V03LEH INDUS TRIE S 
JDRDAH UUtUSUHZNS 6 MATCH/JMCO 
SPINNING E. HEAVING 
JORDAN HOOD 1H3UETRIES / JVICO 
NATIONAL CABLE £ WI/UC MANUFACTDRIffC . 
JORDAN KULPWO-CHEMICALa 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTOR IKS 
JORDAN RO CK WOOL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
ARAB INVESTMENT £ IHBRNATIOHAL TAMIL 
JORDAN TOBACCO £ CIGARETTES 
JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINAAY 


TRADING PREV. OPENING 
VOLUME CLOSING PRICE 
JD PRIGS 



2 .4BO 

2.670 

3. MO 

3. TOD 

J.DOB 

.1.050 

1.1JU 

3.1/0 

3.640 

3.660 

3.240 

3.204 

4.730 

4.200 

l.HB 

1.920 

1.060 

1.630 

4.300 

4.2bu 

3.320 

3.220 

£.700 

5.660 

30.000 

20.000 

16. £00 

IB. 560 

319. £00 

119.000 

3.100 

3.100 

J..'00 

3.200 

3. ISO 

3.150 

3.4*0 

J.4IO 

2. BSD 

2.B60 

2.-MJ 

2 - 

1. ‘.t 


3 ■ .60 

I.-.',' 

. • *'• 


1. *J0 

J.-.dL 

6.:h> 

5. I£V 

i.*« 

1.2*i. 

2.330 

J.33w 

2. .10 

2.62'. 

•: 


: . .vc 

:,:n 

I. ’0 

!.!«• 

C «4C 

0.91 

: . .4. 

1.541 

1 . .-.60 
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Youog Woman Christian Association 


* ■ PRESENTS 

The YWCA Amman community choir 

in its annual concert — 1992 
At Nabil Mashini Theatre 

on Saturday, Sunday, Monday & Tuesday 
12, 13, 14, 15*12-1992, at 8:00 p.m. 

Tel: 641119, 641793, 655475 



■ i Tel: 675571V 

AX Mashini Theatre \ 


fl ^ r Friday, Dec. 11, 1992 

fjji Bfr is the start of an annual holiday for the 

yi V ‘ political comedy 

jjf (Abo Awwad) 

- The 1993 season starts In January* ^ 



■r Tel: 625155\ . 

AHLAN THEATRE \ 


Nabil & Hisham's 

AH LAN THEATRE 

Always something new in the Review: . 

“Welcome New World Order” 

Dafiy, except /or Mondays at 8 JO p.m. 

TcL: 625155 / , 



But in overafl terms, the slump 
in output had deepened for the 
third year running in 1992 across 
the region. The new states of the 
former Soviet Union including 
the three Baltic republics of Lat- 
via, Lithuania and Estonia had 
been especially hard hit. 

For Russia, the ECE said, out- 
put was likely to fall in 1992 by at 
least 25 per cent, taking the total 
drop since 1989 to around 36 per 
cent. In Latvia, inbxstrial produc- 
tion was down 31 per cent over 
tbe first six months and in 
Lithuania 40 per cent. 

Unemployment was also rising 
sharply throughout the old com- 
munist bloc, climbing in 1992 to 
14 per cent in Poland in Septem- 
ber and showing a ‘"very rapid 
increase” in the former Soviet 
Union. 

“The prospect of mass unem- 
ployment in countries where the 
social safety net is often 
rudimentary must inevitably in- 
crease the clanger that social and 


political support for economic re- 
form will quickly evaporate.” the 
report said. 

Tbe report said while western 
European countries were unlikely 
to significantly increase trade 
among themselves, there seemed 
little prospect of stimulus from 
Japan or the United States. 

“Thus, the three principal 
poles of the developed industrial 
world are now entering a period 
of weakening growth simul- 
taneously, a situation which a, 
year ago most forecasters thought 
would be avoided,” the report 
said. 

Low business confidence and 
political doubts about the fixture 
of the European Community 
could lead to die risk of a serious 
recession, the report warned. 

“Even if the mainstream fore- 
casts are right — that there will 
be a slow recovery in the course 
of 1993 — unemployment is still 
going to rise quite sharply in the 
rest of this year and tbe next,” 
tbe report declared. 


India wants foreign 
banks to relax 


rVVF 


NEW DELHI (R) — India, los- 
ing trillions of dollars annually 
through illegal money transfers to 
foreign banks, has called for a 
more transparent global banking 
system, India's federal police 
chief has said. 

“At the heart of the issue is the 
secrecy norms in global banking 
which we want to be relaxed,” 
S.K. Datta, director of India’s 
Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) told Reuters. 

Some official estimates place 
India’s losses through illegal 
transfers ax between $5.5 billion 
and $7.5 billion annually. 

Mr. Datta is beading the in- 
quiry into India's $1-2 billion 
financial scandal. 

“The funds or money which are 
siphoned off are mostly derived 
out of crime (such as) bribery, 
evasion of taxes, over-invoicing 
and ander-invoidng,” Mr. Datta 
said. 

; He said most; of the money 
leaving India through illegal 
channels was either deposited in 
“foreign banks which thrive on 
secrecy or in several tax havens 
across the world." 

Mr. Datta told an Interpol 
meeting in Senegal last month 
that the malaise had seriously 
harmed economic development 
in Africa. 

“Basically, the economic 
growth is affected by siphoning 


off funds' to jurisdictions which 
act as magnets for such flows of 
money,” Mr. Datta told the In- 
terpol meeting on world econo- 
mic crimes. 

“The gross profit out of drug 
trafficking is mostly earned by the 
consuming countries. The transit 
countries (such as India) are 
affected to a much lesser extent. 
Even then my country... realised 
that this is a crime against human- 
ity,” he pointed out. 

“Tbe same seriousness should 
be exhibited in respect of econo- 
mic crimes, which too generate a 
lot of secret money, the flows of 
which are elsewhere,” he said. 

He quoted an Interpol expert 
committee report as saying funds 
from unaccounted money often 
found their way into political 
crime. 

The report, prepared in 1976, 
said: “The secret accumulation of 
funds which are the procd@fo.of 
(economic crimes) are used for 
criminal purposes . such as traf- 
ficking narcotics^ smuggling of 
firearms and political assassina- 
tion." 

Suggesting that banking coun- 
tries could waive secrecy for cer- 
tain crimes, Mr. Datta said this 
had worked well in the 1973 
U.S. -Swiss treaty on mutual 
assistance on criminal matters. 


Arab Financial Services 
has new headquarters 


MANAMA (R) — Arab Finan- 
cial Services Co. E.C. (AFS) has 
inaugurated a new 10 -floor head- 
quarters building in Bahrain, re- 
flecting the strong growth it has 
registered in its eighth-year lifo- 
time. 

Within two years of its founda- 
tion in 1984, the firm, owned by 
58 Arab banks and financial in- 
stitutions, had become the largest 
issuer of travellers cheques in tbe 
Arab World^ with 40 to 50 per- 
cent of the market, officials said. 

It is the second largest issuer of 
Visa travellers cheques in the 
world, second only to Barclays. 

Arab banks formed the com- 
pany to be able to garner more of 
the profits from travellers che- 


ques but it has expanded into 
other areas and now processes 
credit card payments and billings 
for 17 Arab banks. 
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maintenance. 
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Jordan’s stock 
market leaps 
to new record 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan’s stock market, the most active in the 
Middle East, reached a record monthly trading value of 128.1 million 
dinars ($186 million) in November. 

Trading on tbe Amman Financial Market, which hit a previous 
monthly record of 126.8 million dinars ($184.3 millioa) in April, has 
been rising steadily since August. 

It hit a daily high of 12 million dinars ($17.4 million) on Nov. 21. 

The market corrected in the week to Dec. 2 in a 26.4 per cent drop 
to 28.7 million dinars ($41.7 million) from 39 million dinars ($56.6 
million) tbe previous week, the Amman Financial Market said. 

“It was a correction for profit-taking after the recent highs," said 
broker Abdul Mntaleb Abu Hijla. 

He said banks dumped shares to comply with year-end central 
bank limits on share bolding while companies and individuals sold 
stocks for seasonal profit-taking. 

The Amman stock exchange price index of 38 leading shares closed 
up 3.8 points at 198.4 for the week ending last Wednesday, a two per 
cent rise from the previous week’s dose. 

Trading volume in the five-day week fell to 10,600,000 shares with 
a daily average of 5.7 million dinars ($8.2 million) traded from tbe 
previous week when 11,900,000 with an average daily value of 7.8 
million dinars ($11.3 million) changed hands. 

Of the 80 companies listed in the stock exchange. 31 companies 
reported a share price increase last week compared to 42 which 
declined in value and seven which remained unchanged. 

Insurance showed the highest rise in the price index followed by 
tbe banking and financial sector. 

Industrial shares were the only sector that showed a drop, falling 
1.5 per cent in tbe pAce index. 


Development agencies 
urge end to Third 
World arms flow 


ATLANTA (R) — International 
aid agencies meeting jointly have 
concluded that most efforts to 
develop Third World nations will 
remain ineffective unless rich na- 
tions stop selling and giving 
weapons to poor countries. 

At the conclusion of a two-day 
conference here on global de- 
velopment cooperation, former 
U.S. president Jimmy Carter and 
United Nations Secretary- 
General Boutros-Ghali also said 
lack of cooperation among agen- 
cies and countries which aid 
Third World economic develop- 
ment had repeatedly hampered 
development efforts. 

The aid specialists estimated 
that only 10 per cent or less of the 
assistance money intended for 
less-developed . nations goes for 
.“human priority 'areas,” includ- 
ing education, primary health 
care, $amtation, family ptaniting 
and nutrition. 

Much of the rest has been spent 
on weapons, said Dr. Boutros- 
Ghali, adding that in Africa milit- 
ary budgets” take up a disprop- 
ortionate share of national 
budgets." 

Mr. Carter, who hosted the 
gathering at his presidential lib- 
rary complex, predicted that 
companies that usually sell 
weapons to the U.S. government 
“will be working veiy hard to sell 
them to the developing world” to 
replace sales lost by Washington’s 
military spending cuts. 

“There needs to be a restraint 
on sales or outright gifts of 
weapons,” the former president 
said on behalf of the 150 partici- 


pants. 

Representatives of the United 
Nations, the World Bank, various 
Western and Third World gov- 
ernments, private foundations 
and universities were represented 
at tbe conference on global de- 
velopment cooperation. 

In View of strained government 
finances and recession in the in- 
dustrialised nations, conference 
participants concluded there 
would be no new money available 
for foreign aid in the near future 
and development agencies must 
find better ways to spend the 
existing money. 

The conference specifically 
urged governments and private 
aid organisations to form a single 
international task force to coor- 
dinate Third World assistance 
and called for the scientific and 
professional communities in in- . 
dustrialised countries to be en- 
listed more in supporting de-‘ 
velopment. 

“Global development coopera- 
tion is obstructed when national 
and international agencies num- • 
ber in tbe hundreds and each goes 
its own way,” Dr. Boutros-GhaH 
said. 

Because various agencies might 
be jealous of their position in a 
joint task force, Mr. Carter sug- 
gested that it be sponsored by a 
• “neutral" private group, such as 
the Ford Foundation or the Car- 
negie Carp. 

He said he would discuss the 
recommendations with the new 
U.S. secretary of state as soon 
President-elect Clinton’s transi- 
tion team named its cabinet. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished flat, 1 70 sq m 2 , in a distinguished area, close to 
Philadelphia Hotel, opposite Aramex offices. 

3 bedrooms, salon, dining room and balcony, kitchen with all 
appliances. Central heating and telephone are available. 

For interested only, please call: 

664899 or 829005 


A fully furnished 3 bedroom house with spacious living, 
sitting and dining areas. 3 bathrooms, kitchen, terrace 
with central heating, garage and garden. Telephone line 
available. 

Location — University Housing. 

Please call: 644888, Thursday from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 


A superb, fully furnished 3 bedroom flat (190 
sq. m) with a telephone line located In the 
Sweifieh area. 

I! Interested, please call 823901 


FOR RENT 


Unfurnished flat consists of three bedrooms (one master) dining 
room, sitting room, salon, two bathrooms and kitchen. 
Location: Tla’ Al Ali, 500 metres westward of A1 Gardens 
Street- For more details, please call teL 601654 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN ABDOUN 

Fully furnished, 2 bedroom apartment. With 2 
sitting areas, dining room, spacious kitchen, 
separate heating and a veranda. 

If interested, please call: 662016/621377, 
after 10:00 a.m. 
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eath toll from riots over 


osque hits 1 40 in India 


BOMBAY (R) — Indian police 
Monday shot dead 40 rioters in 
Bombay to bait widespread vio- 
lence and arson triggered by the 
razing of a mosque by Hindu 
militants in the northern town of 
Ayodbya, the Bombay police 
chief said. 

Police Commissioner S.K. 
Bapat said police opened fire in 
24 parts of the city during a day 
when angry mobs attacked buses 
and burned temples. At least 200 
were injured. 

The deaths took the overall toll 
across the country to more than 140. 
Curfews have been imposed in dozens 
of towns. 

The bloodshed erupted after Hindu 
militants stormed and demolished a 
mosque in Ayodhya that had become 
a symbol of commitment by the over- 
whelmingly Hindu country of 850 
million people to secular government. 

The raring of the mosque plunged 
the country into political crisis. 

Mr. Bapat said 20,000 police were 
deployed across Bombay and a large 
□umber of preventive arrests hid 
been carried out following the unrest 
in Avodhya. 

Of the 200 injured, at least 70 had 
bullet wounds, he said. They had 
been taken to eight city hospitals. 

Police had been ordered to open 
fire in many cases to prevent clashes 
between angry bands of Hindus and 
Muslims. 

Mr. Bapat told a press conference 
that 48 buses were damaged or bumf, 
and 10 places of worship attacked by 
mobs of up to 10,000 people. 


wholly under curfew Monday and 
troops marched through sensitive 
areas in a show of force. 

Most of the violence erupted in 
towns and does with large Muslim 
communities. India’s overwhelmingly 
Hindu population of 850 million peo- 
ple includes 100 million Muslims. 

At least 17 people were killed in 
Jaipur, capital of the desen state of 
Rajasthan and a popular tourist des- 
tination . the Pros Trust of India 
(FIT) news agency said. 

Thirteen were killed in Uttar 
Pradesh state — inducting five in 
Ayodhya who were buried under 
debris when militants demolished the 
mosque Sunday. Sixteen to wns in the 
state were under .curfew, PT1 said. 

Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao Sunday sacked the Uttar Pradesh 
government after it failed to prevent 
the demolition of the mosque by 
Hindus who insist it stands on the 
birthplace of their levered god-king. 
Lord Rama. 


mosque started building a snail tem- 
ple on the ruins Monday. 

The move appeared' likely to fuel 
the furore over Sunday's destruction 


of the mosque that symbolised India's 
commitment to secularism in the face 


of Hindu revivalism. 

Witnesses in Ayodhya said idols of 
the legendary Hindu warrior-king 
Rama, put in the unused mosque in 
1949 and rescued as frenzied mobs 
tore the structure down, were placed 
on the spot in the rains where many 
Hindus believe Rama was born. 

A canopy was hung over them iu 
conformity with religious practice. 
Militants began building a small tem- 
ple around the images intended to 
become the centrepiece of a Rama 
temple in place of the 16th century 
mosque. 


a statement expressing shock and 
horror at Sunday’s attack by Hindu 
revivalists who razed the mosque at 
Ayodhya. 

**This abhorrent act of extreme 
fanaticism deserves to be strongly 
condemned by afi civilised countries 
and especially those which oppose 
religious intolerance and extremism 
and uphold human rights,” Mr. Sharif 
said. 

He called au emergency cabinet 


meeting to discuss the sacking, which 
furtl 


One Bombay policeman was killed 
with a sword in me widespn 


i widespread unrest 
in India's business and commercial 
centre. 

Mr. Bapat said that by evening 
much of the violence had died down, 
but the police and city government 
would consider whether troops were 
needed to patrol sensitive areas. 

He declined to say if all those killed 
were Muslims, but said police had 
only opened tire in all cases as a last 
resore. 

‘Felice firing was absolutely con- 
trol! e-J on spect/tc orders. " he said 
insiuc the heavily-guarded Bombay 
Police Headquarters. 

Dozens of 'owns and cities across 
the country were either partly or 


The state government was ruled by 
the Hindu revivalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), which has spearheaded 
opposition to the Ayodhya mosque. 

Ten people were killed in Ahmada- 
bad, capital of Gujarat state, which 
has a history of Hindu-Muslim vio- 
lence. Eight of them were killed when 
police fired on mobs. PTT said. 

Three people were killed and a 
curfew imposed in the old city of 
Delhi when police fired at mobs 
storting Vehicles. Paramilitary troops 
deployed around the sensitive Jama 
Masjia (Friday Mosque). 

Four people were lulled in the 
southern city of Hyderabad, two in 
the eastern state of Bihar and one 
each in the southern states of Karna- 
taka and Kerala. PTI said. 

In Calcutta. India’s largest city and 
where a third of the population is 
Muslim, there were unconfirmed re- 
ports that mobs set two Hindu men 
ablaze. Parts of the city were put 
under curfew after large-scale arson, 
rioting and attacks on Hutdu temples, 
police said. 

A curfew, was also imposed on the 
central Indian dry of Bhopal. Gauds 
of smoke covered the skyline in the 
old quarter of the city, where enraged 
Muslims set fire to at least three 
Hindu temples. 

Meanwhile militant Hindus who 
took over Ayodhya after destroying a 


Lai Krishan Advani, the BJP lead- 
er in parliament who was in Ayodhya 
Sunday, resigned that position Mon- 
day. a senior party official said. 

A senior federal police officer said 
some 200 Muslim houses were burned 
down after most of Ayodhya’s Mus- 
lim population fled. Some stayed and 
attacked Hindus involved in the mos- 
que destruction, killing six. 

Home (Interior) Minister Shankar- 
rao Chavan said security forces had 
been told to retake Ayodhya. “and 
even resort to violence, if the situa- 
tion so warrants.” the United News of 
India reported. 

But the senior officer said that was 
not the police plan. 

The officer, who asked not to be 
identified, said only 20,000-25.000 
people of the 200,000 Hindus had left 
Ayodhya. 


could further damage already de- 
teriorating relations between the two 
arch foes. 

to Bangladesh, some 10,000 Mus- 
lim students protesting against the 
destruction of a mosque in India tried 
id storm a stadium m the city centre 
Sunday where a cricket match be- 
tween an Indian and Bangladeshi 
team was due to be held. 

Police said at least 10 people were 
injured when Bangladesh riot police 
fired teargas and rubber bullets ro rry 
to stop a possible backlash in this 
mainly-Muslim country against the 
destruction of the mosque in India. 

Authorities cancelled ie match 
and asked police to cord n off the 
area. 


Hindu fundamentalists Sunday attack the waD of- tire 16th century mosque with iron rods in Ayodhya 
(AFP photo) 


He said police had no immediate 
intention of trying to retake the town, 
fearing that any attempt would cause 
carriage. "We are waiting for more of 
them to leave,” he said. 

Police were trying to cordon off the 
Hire, a pilgrimage town of 8,000 tern- 
pies to prevent food supplies reaching 
the militant Hindus and forcing them 
to leave. 

“We estimate there are food stocks 
in the town for only two days.” the 
officer said. 

Pakistan posted police at tire Indian 
High Commission (embassy) and at 
Hindu temples in die southern pro- 
vince of Sind Monday after Muslims 
set fire to a temple in Karachi. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif issued 


Violence also broke out elsewhere 
in Bangladesh despite tight security. 

In southern port city of Chittagong. 
Muslim fundamentalists Sunday 
attacked rive Hindu temples, dam- 
aged statues and looted some shops, 
residents said. 

Police also cordoned -off Hindu- 
areas of old Dhaka where groups of 
Muslims set off fire crackers and tried 
to push through barricades, witnesses 
said. 

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda 
Zia expressed concern at the attack 
on the mosque but appealed to Bang- 
ladeshis to stay calm. “Islam is a 
religion of peace. It leaches us to 
exercise restraint,” she said. 

Iran a/so condemned the "shame- 
ful" destruction of the mosque and 
called on New Delhi to “restore the 
injured spirit of Muslims." 

“This move was yet another 
tragedy that has befallen the sanc- 
tities and cultural symbols of the 
Muslims of India and was a violation 
of the sanctity of their place of 
worship and also a blatant violation of 
India's constitution.*’ the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry said in a statement 
Sunday. 


Russia’s 
government 
backs off 
resignation 


A. 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s be- 
leaguered reformist government 
stepped back Monday from a 
threat to resign en masse unless 
its leader Yegor Gaidar was con- 
firmed as full prime minister by 
the country’s supreme legislature. 

A government spokesman deli- 
vered the ultimatum to ITAR- 
TASS News Agency Sunday and 
a Gaidar aide confirmed that the 
man was authorised to make offi- 
cial statements. 

But Deputy Prime Minister 
Anatoly Chubais told local news 
agencies Monday the spokesman 
had exceeded his authority and 
had been sacked. He noted that 
some ministers had said in the 
past they could continue only 
under Mr. Gaidar's leadership, 
but said there was no collective or 
official position. 

“The unofficial opinion of 
members of the government was 
turned into an official govern- 
ment statement.” he said. 

It was not immediately clear 
whether the legislature, the Con- 
gress of People’s Deputies, would 
get round to considering the 
prime minister's post Monday. 

This will be the next major test 
of strength between radicals and 
conservatives after the congress 
failed by the narrowest of mar- 
gins Saturday to curb President 
Boris Yeltsin’s presidential pow- 
ers. 

Conservative opponents of Mr. 
Gaidar’s fast-track market re- 
forms are confident they can 
block his confirmation, which 
needs a simple majority of the 
1,040 deputies. 

Mr. Gaidar, 36. favourite of 
Western free marketeers, has 
been in charge of Mr. Yeltsin's 
reforms since last December and 
has held the title of acting prime 
minister since June. 

The congress seemed in no 
burry to tackle the attempt and it 
was not included on the agenda 
for Monday. 

Congress spent most of Mon- 
day morning on procedural mat- 
ters. It also passed a resolution 
recommending that Russian 
troops be allowed to serve under 
contract in other former Sonet 
states. 

Mr. Yeltsin. 61. who has been 
in an unusually subdued mood since 
the congress began last Tuesday, 
was not present in the Kremlin 
Grand Palace. 

Mr. Yeltsin alone can nomin- 
ate candidates for prime minister. 
He has said he will put forward 
no other candidate but Mr. 
Gaidar. 

" But if the vote goes against 
him, which seemed quite possible 
given voting trends so far. he has 
the opinion of reappointing Mr. 
Gaidar as acting prime minister. 


Guerrilla group targets 
white South Africans 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
black guerrilla group has delcared 
war on white South Africans and 
threatened to kill government 
leaders including President F.W. 
De Klerk. 

The South African Press Asso- 
ciation (SAP A) said Monday 
Congo Jibril, a leader of the 
exiled Azanian People’s Libera- 
tion Army (APLA) had told it 
the guerrilla group would attack 
whites because they were “part 
and parcel of the oppressive reg- 
ime.” 

Extreme rightwing white 
groups quickly took up the chal- 
lenge, threatening attacks on the 
Pan African Congress (PAC) — 
APLA's political wing — and on 
“Communist organisations." 

Mr. Jibril told SAPA in a 
telephoned statement late Sun- 
day night that Law And Order 
Minister Hemus Kriei bad been 
singled out for assassination by 
APLA guerrillas. 

Asked whether Mr. De Klerk was 
also a target, he said; “Yes." 
Then the line was cut. 

SAPA said Mr. Jibril, calling 
its newsroom from an undisclosed 
location in Johannesburg, read a 
statement outlining the group's 
latest bombing campaign. 

Five whites died and 38 were 
wounded in a gun and grenade 
attack on a golf dub wine-tasting 
party on Nov. 28 and a bomb 
blast at a steakhouse restauran: 
last Thursday. Both attacks were 
in Eastern Cape province. 

Mr. Jibril said these incidents 
were “just the beginning” and the 
APLA bad sufficient weapons to 
conduct its campaign. 

The APLA, Mr. Jibril said, 
had been asked “by the people to 
intensify the attack against whites 
so mat they can cease their support to 
the South African police and die 


South African Defence Force 
who are the legitimate targets of 
APLA." 

He said APLA had listed 19 
cities and towns for a bombing 
campaign, induding Cape Town, 
Port Elizabeth, East London and 
Pretoria. Johannesburg was not 
on the list. 

“Intelligence reports we have 
indicate that these areas form the 
backbone of the South African 
Defence Force and South African 
Police,” Mr. Jibril said. 

The white right-wing Boere 
Weerstandbeweging (Boer Re- 
sistance Movement) said in a 
statement from its leader Andrew 
Ford that it was- ready for war 
with all “Communist organisa- 
tions.” 

In Windhoek, a senior African 
National Congress source said the 
ANC would smash the APLA 
after it came to power in South. 
Africa. 

“We will lock them up. We will 
find them and lock them up. We 
will smash' them,’’ said the 
source, speaking as ANC leader 
Nelson Mandela arrived on a 
one-day trip to Namibia. 

The source, who declined to be 
identified, described die APLA 
threat as “terrorism." 

Meanwhile. Mr. Mandela says 
he expects multi-racial elections 
to end white minority rule will be 
held by the end of 1993. 

But African National Congress 
officials tried Monday to play 
down Mr. Mandela’s remark, 
saying that organising the coun-' 
try’s first election for all races 
may take until 1994. 

Mr. Mandela told a press con- 
ference in Mozambique late Sun- 
day that the white minority gov- 
ernment agreed in dosed talks with 
the ANC last week to bold elections 
by the end of next year. 


Incumbents 
ahead in 


German refugee rights 
group criticises pact 


BERLIN (AP) — A refugee 
rights group Monday criticised a 
new agreement to turn back 
thousands of asylum seekers from 
Germany, but influential arch- 
conservatives said the pact didn’t 
gp far enough. 

After weeks of political strug- 
gle, the country's major parties 
late Sunday reached the com- 
promise, which still needs par- 
liamentary approval. An esti- 
mated 500,000 refugees are ex- 
pected to arrive this year, provid- 
ing an easy target for hate filled 
neo-Nazis. 

Potititians hope that tightening 
Germany’s asylum rules, which 
are among the most liberal in the 
world, will help check the radical- 
right attacks. That violence has 
killed 16 people this year and 
given this country its worst inter- 
national image since Adolf Hit- 


ler’s Third Reich. 

Pro-Asyl, the country’s most 
prominent refugee rights group, 
accused the government of caving 
in the violent demonstrators who 
have been rampaging in streets 
across the country. 

“This is a victory of the streets 
and a defeat for our system of 
laws," Pro-Asyl spokesman Her- 
bert Leuninger said. The group 
added that “the basic right to 
asylum will be undermined." 

Under the new agreement, 
German border guards will turn 
back asylum-seekers coming from 
safe third countries, induding 
European Community nations 
and all countries bordering Ger- 
many. Most refugees either drive 
or walk to Germany from sur- 
rounding countries. 

Those turned back at the bor- 
der can appeal their rejection. 


Slovenian 

elections 


LJUBLJANA (R) — Slovenian 
President Milan Kucan looked set 
Monday to win re-election as 
president in the former Yugoslav 
republic’s first national elections. 

With more titan two-thirds of 
the vote counted, Mr. Kucan, a 
reformed Communist who led his 
fledgling nation to independence 
18 months ago. was in the lead 
with nearly 64 per cent of the 
vote. 

Mr. Kucan ran as an Indepen- 
dent candidate although he heads 
the former Communist Party. 

Slovenian citizens also voted 
for a new, two-house parliament. 
Results for the National Assem- 
bly (lower bouse) were coming in 
more slowly, but the ruling Liber- 
al Democratic Party was ahead 
with about 24 per cent of the 
vote, according to returns re- 
ported by the official election 
commission. 

But the vote was badly divided, 
with eight parties heading to- 
wards seats in the Assembly 
under Slovenia’s new proportion- 
al representation system. 

Final official results were not 
expected until Tuesday, when all 
paper ballots filled out by the 
estimated 1.5 million Slovenian 
voters would be counted. 

But it was dear that no one 
party would control parliament 
and a coalition would have to be 
formed. Liberal Democrat leader 
Janez Dmovsek, a former Yugos- 
lav president who became 
Slovenia's prime minister in May, 
said he would not start negotiat- 
ing a coalition until final results 
were in. 


Sarajevo fighting hits relief effort 


SARAJEVO (R) — Fighting in 
Sarajevo forced U.N. workers to 
keep the tity’s airport dosed to 
relief planes Monday and struggle 
on with alternative methods of 
distributing aid throughout Bos- 
nia. 

Heavy shelling and 
machinegun fire rattled through 
the city centre Monday morning, 
most of it apparently coming 
from the Serb-held Jewish cemet- 
ery. At least one person was shot 
dead by snipers in the city’s old 
town. 

The attacks in the centre fol- 
lowed a weekend of heavy fight- 
ing, mostly concentrated on Mus- 
lim subsurbs near the airport, 
which has halted mercy flights to 
the stricken city for nearly a 
week. 

U.N. officials in Geneva said 
Sunday they would not resume 
until Wednesday at the earliest. 

“The airport is definitely a 
target. Our equipment there has 
been hie by mortar shelling sever- 
al times," said Sylvana Foa, 
spokeswoman for the United Na- 
tions High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) in Geneva. 

“The fighting now is some of 
the worst there has been so far,” 
she told Reuters. 

Any suspension of flights is a 
major blow for the j 80, 000 civi- 
lians trapped in Sarajevo since 
April. 

“Now we have only 150 tonnes 
of food in the central UNHCR 
warehouse in Sarajevo, said Bar- 


ko Trpuric, a member of Bosnia’s 
government office for humanita- 
rian aid. 

“Considering that we need at 
least 200 tonnes of food a day for 
Sarajevo residents alone yon can 
see that we are in a very bad 
position.” 

- To make matters worse, winter 
is fast dosing in on the besieged 
city, with some 20 centimetres 
(eight inches) of snow on sur- 
rounding bills. 

There is no electricity in most 
of the city, except in priority 
cases, and only about 30 per cent 
of bouses have water. 

Land convoys — so far the only 
alternative means of transporting 
supplies — are continually held 
up by fighting, minefields and 
local hostility. 

Seventeen trucks carrying 100 
tonnes of staple foods finally 
reached the beleaugered central 
Bosnian town of Tuzla Monday 
after being delayed for a day by a 
minefield. 

Another UNHCR convoy 
finally succeeded in bringing 
medical supplies to the besieged 
Muslim town of Srebrenica at the 
weekend after previous attempts 
were halted by opposition from 
local Serbs. 

UNHCR spokeswoman Linde! 
Sachs said it was hoped to send 
regular weekly convoys to Tuzla, 
as well as to Srebrenica and 
another besieged Muslim town in 
eastern Bosnia, Gorazde. 

She also said the UNHCR was 


hoping to run daily aid convoys to 
the besieged Bosnian capital 
Sarajevo from Belgrade, passing 
through Serb-held parts of the 
country. 

With the safety of land routes 
still uncertain, the U.N. Monday 
sent its first retief train to the 
southern town of Mostar from the 
Adriatic port of Ptooe. Rail trans- 
port was previously considered 
too risky.. 

As well as disrupting aid dis- 
tribution, the fighting ha- also 
hampered the movement of U.N. 
peacekeepers around Bosnia. 

U.N. troops were forced to 
suspend vehicle movements dong 
the road to the airport for a few 
hours Sunday and planes bringing 
troops and equipment to 
Sarajevo were also suspended 
Monday. 

The peacekeepers's operations 
were likely to be further ham- 
pered by fighting around Vogos- 
ca, most of which is Serb- 
controlled and guards escape 
routes to the north. 

The town, which contains a 
major ammunition factory sup- 
plying Serb forces, sits mride the 
road linking Pale, the headquar- 
ters of Bosnian Serbs, and Bidza, 
a major Serb stronghold to the 
west of Sarajevo. 

Sarajevo Radio reported con- 
tinued fighting in northern Bos- 
nia for towns along the “coni-, 
dor" route vital for both Bosnia's 
Serbs and forces from neighbour- 
ing Croatia. 


Princess Anne to marry on Dec. 12 


LONDON (R) — Queen Eli- 
zabeth's divorced daughter. Prin- 
cess Anne, will marry naval Com- 
mander Timothy Laurence in 
Scotland Saturday, Buckingham 
Palace announced Monday. 

The wedding will take place in 
the tiny Scottish parish of Crathie 
Church, five minutes’ drive from 
the queen’s Balmoral Castle, the 
palace said. 


“The queen and Duke of Edin- 
burgh, are pleased to announce 
that the Princess Royal will marry 
Commander Timothy Laur- 
ence... at Crathie Church, Bal- 
moral at 3 p.m. (1500 GMT) 
Saturday, Dec. 12. The wedding 
will be a private family occasion,” 
the palace statement said. 


Princess Anne, 42, also known 


as the Princess Royal, and Com- 
mander Laurence, 37, a former 
equerry to the queen, are ex- 
pected to spend their wedding 
night at Balmoral Castle. The 
princess divorced Captain Mark 
Phillips in April after 18 years of 
marriage. Their two children, Pe- 
ter and Zara, wOl be at tire 
wedding with most of the other 
members of the royal family. 


Venezuelan voters spurn Perez’s party 


CARACAS (R) — Venezuelan 
President Carlos Andres Perez, 
fresh from the second bloody 
coup attempt this year, received 
another blow Monday when early 
projections showed voters had 
spumed his party in regional elec- 
tions. 

Two television stations pre- 
dicted that Mr. Perez’s Action 
Democratica Party had won be- 
tween six and eight of 22 guber- 
natorial seats in Sunday’s polls 
against 11 for the leading opposi- 
tion party Copei. 

“A new political map exists in 
Venezuela,” a jubilant Copei 
leader Eduardo Fernandez told 
reporters. “Copei has been con- 
verted into the leading political 


power in the country.” 

Veneviskm said Action Demo- 
cratica won eight of 22 states 
while Televen said the ruling 
party likely won no more than 
ax. 

The vote for 22 state gov- 
ernors, 282 mayors and 2.116 city 
council members reflects opinion 
polls indicating the governing 
party's unpopularity over percep- 
tions of conuption and econ o mic 
husterity policies that have 
squeezed the poor. 

Action Democratica still nar- - 
rowly controls congress but Sun- 
day’s ptiD signals voters’ inten- 
tions a year before planned pres- 
idential elections, /old the ruling 
party lost states that had been- 


long-time strongholds. 

The polls assumed fresh im- 
portance since rebel air force 
units and leftist subversives 
seized two air bases and strafed 
tiie presidential palace in a Nov. 
27 revolt in which at least 170 
people died. 

Almost 1 300 troops are held in 
the foiled putsch. Rebels said 
they wanted to topple a govern- 
ment they described as rife with 
corruption and indifferent to at 
least one-third of the people in 
this oil-rich nation who live below 
the poverty line. 

Action Democratica previous- 
ly held 11 of 20 states. Two new 
states were included for the first 
time in these polls. 


Swiss ponder links with Europe after ‘no’ vote 


ZURICH (R) — Switzerland 
pondered its future relationship 
with Europe after Swiss voters 
convincingly threw out a govern- 
ment proposal to join a huge 
European market. 

Membership in the European 
Economic Area (EEA) was re- 
jected Sunday by a narrow major- 
ity of 50.3 per cent but by an 
overwhelming 16 of 23 cantons 
(regions), which under the Swiss 
democratic system must also 
approve changes to the constitu- 
tion. 

The result sharply highlighted 
deep divisions between the pro- 
EEA Francophone west and the 
anti-European German speakers 
in the east. It also underlined the 
gulf between the goals of govern- 
ment and leaders of industry on 
the one band and the wishes of 
the people on the other. 

The EEA aimed to unite the 
seven members of the European 
Free Trade Area (EFTA), in- 
cluding Switzerland, and the 12- 
state European Community (EC) 
in a market of 380 million con- 


sumers. 


In early reactions to the vote, 
Swiss politicians called for nation- 
al reconciliation after- a bitter 
referendum campaign in which 
government ministers were 
jeered at and insulted in public 
and each side accused the other 
of treachery. 

But they demonstrated some 
doubt over the future shape of 
Switzerland's relationship with 
Europe. 

Swiss President Rene Felber 
said at a government news con- 
ference after the result of the 
referendum was known that 
Switzerland would have to review 
its European policy and particu- 
larly its plan to join the EC. 

Asked if Switzerland's applica- 
tion for EC membership, which 
the government submitted in May 
this year, would have to be drop-, 
ped. felber replied: 

“We’re keeping all our opin- 
ions open. The government must 
first analyse the situation and 
then decide.’’ 

But he added that it was un- 
’ likely that countries in EFTA 
or in the EC would want to 


negotiate with a country that had 
rejected the EEA. 

EC external relations chief 
Frans Andriessen said in Brussels 
that the EC executive would con- 
tinue examining Switzerland's 
separate application for mem- 
bership of the Community, but 
warned that the vote against the 
EEA would not help Switzer- 
land’s case. 


spectre of cheap foreign labour 
flooding the country but also 
warned that the EEA was the 
first step on a slippery slope 
toward EC membership, domina- 
tion by Brussels and the loss of 
cherished Swiss independence 
and neutrality. 


And EC Commission President 
Jacques Delors said he believed 
Swiss voters had also been saying 
"no" to joining the EC. 

Swiss opponents of the EEA 
say the EC will not shun its 
second biggest trading partner 
after the United States, but Mr. 
Andriessen ruled out bilateral 
negotiations to confer the trade 
terms of flie EEA agreement on 
Switzerland. 


Swiss centre-right parliamenta- 
rian Christoph Blocher. who 
spearheaded the anti-EEA cam- 
paign and h as said he will fight 
against EC membership, called 
on the government to abandon its 
join the community. 

“The government will have to 
see how it goes about getting the 
application off the agenda,” he 
told a news conference. 


The Swiss government cam- 
paigned strongly for the EEA, 
saying it would bring trig benefits 
to the Swiss economy and save it 
from certain discrimination if 
Switzerland stayed outside. 

Opponents not only raised the 


Switzeland's “no” will make 
necessary an inter-government 
conference to debate the future 
of the EEA, and is sure to delay 
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EC has ratified the EEA 
as have EFTA members Austria, 
Sweden Nonvay and Finland. 
Iceland has still to do so and tmv 
Liechtenstein holds its referen- 
dum next Sunday. 



Bush welcome 
arts honouree* 
White House , 



WASHINGTON {APf ~ 
dent George Bush 
Ginger Rogers, Lionel } 
and four other women 
prestigious Kennedy Gee 
ms to the White Hodse 
they “have carried art 
and emotions a nd idedy 
best in the p e r formin g 
reach.” This yearVotfc 
orees are actors Paul ) 
and Joanne Woodward^ 
dance choreograpfie 
Taylor, and conctactor ai 
Mstislav Rostropovich 
celebrity-filled reception 
East Room,. Mf. Btsht 
each hoooree mdmdn 
spoke of foeir contribufi 
group. “Whether writ 
our feet to their mnsk^l 
their times, glided .arts 
hving rooms — soaxt 
witness — or grinon} 
movie screen, or may( 
waved an imaginary, half 
Bush said, ’Tonight’s, f 
have delivered a Ufetkxr 
formances that have caxr 
places and emotions ao ; 
only the be$t m the pc? 
arts can reach. 



Just call himfitt 


LITTLE ROCK, Aifc.o 
What’s in a name? Its 


four-letter word to the 


the p 

elect. He was bom W91 
ferson Blythe IV, le^Of 
his name at 15 to WOBas 
son Qhrton and is now K 
President-Elect Bill ;< 
Most people here stiD Y 
“Bill. The five-term > 


governor signed otus t 
with a simple, “Bill C 
scrawled out with tel le . 
Longtime aides can't nan 
when he used anything m 
Bill Clinton, even toll „ 
oath of office. “I, B3£. 
do..." Mr. Clinton said 
taking the oath of office 
third time. That was the 
Mr. Clinton’s biggest jr 
embarrassment. Dtm 
swearing-in c erea too gJ b 
his left hand and put 1 
hand on the Bible. *ft 


justice quickly and qni- 
Mr. Clint on wi 


minded 

right hand. Look for ter W 
the simple “Bill dintorf 
Jan. 20 inaugural and raj 
tion. “Nobody remembt 
being anything other # Y * 
Bill," said Mike Gan 
spokesman in the Aricrn^ 
ernor’s office. Prestdeof 
signed his foils with, a- 
“Jimmy." Mr. Cfinton’s 
William Jefferson Blythe! 
m an auto accident a few" 
before the firture preside 
born. At age 15, William - 
son Blythe IV changedte 
when his mother was mi o 
Roger Clinton. 
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Pakistan arrest# 
man smuggling* 
birds to Guff ... 


KARACHI (R) — Paldsta 
dais have arre&ed a man 
to smuggle 215 ram Bt 
bustards to the Gulf wbe- 
birds are prized as having./- 
distac qualities, customs p- 
said. Lai Bukhsh, frdrn^l 
Punjab province, vns d- 
with smuggling, the official - 
Mr. Bukhsh told official- 
bustard fetched 8,000 j- 
($311) in Ras Al Khaims! 
biggest market for baste? 
wildlife conservation officii 
it was the biggest bustard, 
signment for many yearfc A 
recently banned Arab » 
from hunting the bird in HP 
Pakistan. Pakistanis are b 
from hunting the bustard, J* 
government has issued^ 
permits for visiting Arab® 
Bustard hunting was prom 
under the rind wildlife prot* 
ordinance of 1972 and « 
Pakistanis have been pros*. 


for hunting and possesso!' ^ 


bird, which flies to Pakistth. 
Central Asia in tbe winter 


From Miss Univen 
to madam mayor : 


CARACAS (R) t— ■ 

Beauty Irene Saez, Miss Ute-. 
of 1981, Sunday became BW? , 
Venezuela’s richest mtnnop*.. 
Ms. Saez, whose disl 
past made her the most | 
of the 200,000 candidati-.^ \ 
day’s state 
tions, defeated two 
for the newly geated'£^] 
District of eastern Cafo#?tl 
local Venevirion Netwt ffp g j 
“I already feel Jflto » J 
said Ms. Saez, 30, jirte® \ 
view. She was backed. , 
ruling Action Depocrah^ j 
andtteSot^Qiristiafl ^M l 
the leadership of the ran** 1 


peoples \ 1 




